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Abstract

Liver cancer is a life-threatening disease whose eti-
ology and pathogenesis remain unclear now. No
effective therapeutic targets for the disease have
been found. Recent studies suggest that a small
population of cells having the potential of self-
renewal and differentiation in tumors may be the
source of tumor metastasis and recurrence. Liver
cancer stem cells may also exist. The side popula-
tion (SP) cells, a small population of tumor cells,
have many properties of stem cells and are easy
to isolate. Identification and isolation of SP cells
in liver cancer may help us find liver cancer stem
cells, elucidate the mechanisms behind the metas-
tasis and recurrence of liver cancer, and provide an
efficient target for therapy of liver cancer.
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