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Abstract

AIM: To explore the surgical procedure for giant
cavernous hemangioma involving the bilateral
lobes of the liver and to summarize therapeutic
experience.

METHODS: The clinical data for a female patient
with giant cavernous hemangioma involving the
bilateral lobes of the liver were retrospectively ana-
lyzed. Postoperative follow-up was carried out.

RESULTS: The patient could not bear one-stage
resection of bilateral hemangiomas because
small amount of liver parenchyma left would
fail to support her life. A two-stage surgical
procedure was then designed for her. In the first
stage, the left hemangioma was excised smooth-
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ly to eliminate compression of normal liver pa-
renchyma. The rest normal liver tissue was then
allowed to grow. Three and a half years later,
the volume of the left liver lobe was enlarged
markedly, and the hemangioma in the right liver
lobe also grew larger. The second-stage excision
of the right hemangioma was then performed.
The surgery was successful. Postoperatively, the
patient recovered gradually. Up to now, she is
surviving healthily more than 4 years.

CONCLUSION: Excision of the left hemangioma
in advance can eliminate compression of normal
liver tissue and thus permit the left normal liver
tissue to gain growth space. The enlarged nor-
mal liver tissue increases liver function reserve
and obviously facilitates subsequent second-
stage resection of the right hemangioma.
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