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Abstract

AIM: To investigate the clinicopathologic
characteristics, differential diagnosis, treatment
and prognosis of metastatic malignant melanoma
of the stomach.

METHODS: We reported a case of metastatic
malignant melanoma of the stomach that was
diagnosed by HE and immunohistochemistry
staining. A literature review was also performed
to summarize the clinicopathologic characteris-
tics, diagnosis, treatment and prognosis of the
disease.

RESULTS: Microscopic examination of the bi-
opsy specimen revealed that a number of small
cells, some of which were organized in nests,
were scattered in gastric lamina propria. These
neoplastic cells had relatively rich cytoplasm,
eccentric nucleus and large and clear nucleolus.
Few of these cells had melanin granules in the
cytoplasm. Immunohistochemistry analysis
showed that these neoplastic cells were positive

for vimentin, S-100 and HMB45, but negative
for AE1/AE3. The patient was finally diagnosed
with metastatic malignant melanoma of the

stomach at the borderline between the fundus
and body.

CONCLUSION: Metastatic malignant mela-
noma of the stomach has no typical symptoms.
A high index of suspicion for metastasis must
be maintained when patients with a history of
melanoma present with seemingly unrelated
symptoms. The metastatic malignant melanoma
of the stomach should mainly be distinguished
from primary neoplasms of the stomach. The
prognosis of metastatic malignant melanoma of
the stomach is poor. A complete resection can be
effective for palliation and may result in long-
term survival in patients whose stomach is the
initial site of distant metastases.
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