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Abstract
AIM: To explore the relationship between varioliform
gastritis and gastric cancer.

METHODS: The expression of PTEN and P16
proteins in chronic superficial gastritis, varioli-
form gastritis and gastric cancer was detected by
immunohistochemistry.

RESULTS: The positive rate of PTEN protein
expression in varioliform gastritis was signifi-
cantly lower than that in chronic superficial gas-
tritis (44.4% vs 92%, x* = 14.47, P < 0.01) though
no significant difference was noted between
varioliform gastritis and gastric cancer (44.4%
vs 25.8%, x* = 2.51, P > 0.05). The positive rate
of P16 protein expression in varioliform gastri-
tis was significantly lower than that in chronic
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superficial gastritis (50% vs 96%, = 14.56, P <
0.01), but significantly higher than that in gastric
cancer (50% vs 19.4%, x> = 6.80, P < 0.01).

CONCLUSION: Both PTEN and P16 proteins
may be involved in the evolution of varioliform
gastritis to gastric cancer.
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