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Abstract

During the process of cancer metastasis, some
cancer cells, termed circulating tumor cells
(CTCs), are liberated from primary tumor tissue.
New techniques have been developed to isolate
and characterize these cells. The early detection
of CTCs represents not only a powerful diagnos-
tic tool for cancer but also an important predic-
tive and prognostic marker for evaluation of dis-
ease progression and treatment response. In this
article, we discuss the clinical utility of CTCs
detection in breast, prostate, and colon cancer,
and explore the future directions in this field.
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