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Abstract
AIM: To investigate the mechanisms underlying
the therapeutic effect of Huangqi Decoction

against dimethylnitrosamine (DMN)-induced
liver fibrosis in rats.

METHODS: Liver fibrosis was induced in rats
by intraperitoneal injection of DMN for 4 wk.
Rats were randomly divided into two groups:
normal group and model group. Fibrotic rats in
the model group were further randomly divided
into two subgroups: model control subgroup
and Huanggi Decoction subgroup. The Huangqi
Decoction subgroup was intragastrically ad-
ministered Huanggqi Decoction for 2 wk, while
the model control subgroup was administered
equal volume of saline. At the end of 2, 4 and
6 wk, hepatic tissue samples were collected to
detect the protein expression of Fas, caspase-8,
caspase-3, matrix metallopeptidase-9 (MMP-9),
tissue inhibitor of metalloproteinase 1 (TIMP-1)
and TIMP-2 by Western blot, mRNA expression
of a-SMA by real time-PCR, and MMP-2 and
MMP-9 activity by gelatin enzymography.

RESULTS: Compared with the normal group,
the expression levels of Fas, caspase-8, cas-
pase-3, TIMP-1 and TIMP-2 proteins and a-SMA
mRNA as well as MMP-2 and MMP-9 activity
in liver tissue increased gradually in the model
group and peaked at 4 wk. Compared with the
model control subgroup, the expression levels
of Fas, caspase-8, caspase-3, TIMP-1 and TIMP-2
proteins and a-SMA mRNA as well as MMP-2
activity at 6 wk were significantly reduced (1.05
£0.02vs1.17 £ 0.04, 1.41 + 0.04 vs 1.98 £ 0.06, 0.86
+0.01 vs 1.19+0.04, 1.03 £ 0.03 vs 1.58 + 0.06, 1.16
+0.04 vs1.53 £0.01, 3.12 + 0.47 vs 8.48 + 0.45 and
2.15 £ 0.03 vs 2.33 + 0.05, respectively; all P < 0.05
or 0.01), and MMP-9 protein expression and ac-
tivity were significantly increased (1.21 * 0.00 vs
1.12 £ 0.01 and 1.25 + 0.07 vs 1.10 £ 0.04, respec-
tively; both P < 0.05 or 0.01) in liver tissue in the
Huangqi Decoction subgroup.

CONCLUSION: Huanggi Decoction exerts sig-
nificant anti-fibrotic effects perhaps by inhibiting
hepatic cell apoptosis and hepatic stellate cell
(HSC) activation, modulating the MMPs/ TIMPs
system, and promoting extracellular matrix
(ECM) degradation.
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HH: WA RDEH_F LT K
(dimethylnitrosamine, DMN)# 3% X ST £F
LAY AE B

Fik: RADMNH 5 X BRI 4 e b, 454
wk, FEAUS A EF 20, 2 wkAR AR 20, 4 wkAEA
2R, AL RS, AR LRI AL Ay AR 2t PR
B, HE R, HE AT HESARET, #
A RAVNRIRAR A B KHEF. 2 wk. 4
wk. 6 wkR oA K RITFALR, . IZ P T
FHrMFas. caspase-8. caspase-3. MMP-9,
TIMP-1. TIMP-2% & &kiA; 50t E EPCR*%
ol o-SMA mRNAEGA ; FF B B ) i3 A6 ) A
28 2 MMP-24=MMP-9 8 /& k.

R 5wk, A AFas. caspase-8-
caspase-3. MMP-9. TIMP-1. TIMP-2%¢&
k£ %, a-SMA mRNAKX A E., MMP-2i%
HAMMP-97E ¥ TG 7 # 7 5, 4 wk
Bk 2] Fi. 56 wkEL R R AR L, F K
#¢AFas. caspase-8. caspase-3. TIMP-1.
TIMP-2% & %32 ¥, a-SMA mRNA &4 &
MMP-27 180 2 EA%(1.05£0.02 vs 1.17+
0.04, 1.41+0.04 vs 1.98+0.06, 0.8610.01 vs
1.1940.04, 1.034+0.03 vs 1.58+0.06, 1.16+
0.04 vs 1.5340.01, 3.12+0.47 vs 8.48+0.45,
2.15+0.03 vs 2.33£0.05, 3P<0.050.01).
MMP-9% & %k B EEH B EI35H(1.21+
0.00 vs 1.124+0.01, 1.25+0.07 vs 1.100.04,
#P<0.053,0.01).

it FRAHRTT BRI ORI L gl 4E
A, AR R ALE S5 S dp ) BT 2 pe R =, A7)
HSCi% 4k, 4 MMPs/TIMPs 4 %, {2 ECM
WA %

XA HEG; %N BRAT; FERAMR
E; B &R E A EHSM IR

BERX, X, J8HE, THRe. sxaN_BRIIEKBSK
SR A IS EUERBINE]. BFELNBHZRT 2010; 18(23):
2410-2415
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15 52 S Bk FE M, A Ak 11 L R 2
BB, 5 ol Rl s H A e i
PR - S B2 . R BE-HE ALK 40 M (hepatic
stellate cell, HSC)¥i% - & T P 41 i 7858 it
(extracellular matrix, ECM)JTHR, & 2 4E4b &
AN R A Lo BT . o T 40 M O T AT 4
P i (1 AL Bl N 3R, HSCHE, ECMP# i
/b5 S AT A i AE IR I L A S A T
S B A b E— RS B B R T R A
JléZ(dimethylnitrosamine, DMN)if 3 [ K U £F
YEAL AR FH B

1 #RRTSE

L1 M4+ Wistar KE, &, S48, Wb, s
150-180 g, W [ vh [ER}22 B b SEIe s rh o,
g R e 2 R SR S L A IR, 3 RO
2, EFHIEYOK. mRHHHE, KHEA M,
T SRR R . 7K R, A 44 I VRO BRI R B, L
25 WG VA AR AT, DMNIW I H A28 524k bk
A sth. DR PIFastE e BEPTA(BD Bioscience
A H]); Hedicaspase-8 L fESLA (CHEMICON
), Rbicaspase-3HL T E PR (Cell Signaling
Technology s wl); /M RHTMMP-9 HL 5 B H 44
(Calbiochem”A #l); /NRHLTIMP-1 550 & bt
f&(Lab VisionA#]); /N TIMP-2 5 5 FEHUA
(Lab Vision/ ). Wi 385 f(Revert Aid™
First Strand cDNA Synthesis Kit), Ferments Life
Sciences(M T LAY TIARAR]); 26E
FEPCREINR £, SYBR Green Ex Taq™(perfect
Real Time), TaKaRa Biotechnology(Dalian)Co.Ltd,
O 8 _E i AR RO AT BR 2 ).

1.2 7%k

1.2.1 #AE A 2 K] Ala-Kokko 7 = S I
YA, BRI A140 UKL A2 mL/kgifll & T
BRI dIEBMEIEEST0.5% D MNFHH (LA
PERKFRRE), Hoa wk. 1E 5 2K IS S 25 o
AR ER K. TEIEBIRI2. 4 wkar AR BEIEH 41K
B3 /BRI K 4 H, IEH 41 R3 /B8 4
K6, YE N HIZTHTsh &M, LR G, K
BV R SR BEHL > R IR AL (15 1), Y
HA5R), JIHMNEFI T IEFHHEBR). HEKHAT
SR, 4265 kgt 5 N i AR I R 8 £ 5
FZEM/K10 mLARRE, B H 1, 352 wk. IE
WA S R0 AL DL R AR AR R K E L s

B Ak, R A4
AAERZHN. B
AFERILTT
H I ST A Y
A, 42 BT £F 4
AL g AL A A
it —F B
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Wi £ B8
BB AR, =
WOk T oRE R
(DMN) % 5 28 i,

B, 5%
WAE 5 A,
S A m A T,
i it I 5
Bk A K
JiE M B T e E AT
Bilh 5+ ¥ EHSC;
HSC ¥ vA B I
g A T Ak
3G IR AT L 4 AR
A AL T B AR
o Fk

Saxich Fas caspase-8 caspase-3 payich MMP-9 TIMP-1 TIMP-2
IFR4A 1.00+£0.02  1.00+2.60E-03 1.00+0.01 I[ESAE 1.00+£0.01 1.00+0.06 1.00+0.03
2 wkiEfUZH 1.28+0.05° 37.00 = 1.00° 1.34+0.01° 2 wkigAUZH  1.32+0.02° 4.00+0.03° 1.17+0.03°
4 wkigHUZH 1.66+0.07° 254.00+£10.00°  2.03+0.10° 4 wkigfUZH 1.48+0.02° 6.00+0.11° 2.16+0.00°
6 WKIEFUZE 1.17£0.04°  1.98+0.06" 1.19+0.04° 6 wkigflH 1.12+0.01° 1.58+0.06° 1.53+0.01°
Eeoz?H  1.05+0.02°  1.41+0.04° 0.86+0.01° BEo7A 1.21+0.00° 1.03+0.03° 1.16+0.04°

°P<0.01 vs IEEA; %P<0.01 vs 6 wkigHuZH.

6 2 I I U L A BRI, FT T, U, R
JF i i, LLEppendorf® 7338 5 i &K 1%, -80 C
RAFEH.

1.2.2 So9& ¥ i ik I 4842 Fas. caspase-8.
caspase-3. MMP-9. TIMP-1. TIMP-2%& & %
A RPURHHZUER M, e &, 5 SDS EAEZZ iR
£, 95 "C-100 CAEVES min; HlE, EAE, HLK, B
JE, 2T B A E 300 mAFEPVDF 70 min; 1
XTTBSYEES min X3k, 5% R Y TTBS
B, HiREG by BT A RAmEN b
(Fas: 1 25000; caspase-8: 1  100; caspase-3:
1:1000; MMP-9: 1 :100; TIMP-1: 1 : 200;
TIMP-2: 1 : 4 000), 4°CHefEIB; 1 X TTBSYE
JEES min X 37K, B 141 X TTBSHiRE I —$ih,
HIE 1 h, TTBSPES min X 37, BR & R4 A1)
TP WEERO, By, W, e MHAEH
FR-2002E P i vk B %55 Bt R G855 17 I v 18 H
R4, THEHL A B BT I B 400 (10 %
JEfE. H 40 5 NS (GAPDH) &G L)
LA H I A AR R IA &, IE W 4 8
FHXRIK AL

1.2.3 %82 FPCREKMa-SMA mRNA & &
= RBUHFHZUSRNA, S % 5 A TPCRY 1.
18N Z. 51U R : a-SMA Forward: 5'-CGA
GAGGACGTTGTTAGCATAGAG-3', Reverse:
5-GGGCATCCACGAAACCA-3'; 18S Forward:
5-GTAACCCGTTGAACCCCATT-3', Reverse:
5'-CCATCCAATCGGTAGTAGCG-3'. PCR W
4 95 CHIAEELO s; 95 ‘CARYES s, B K GEMH
IE—2, HiE58 °C, 20 s, FL40MF IR,

1.2.4 9AMR B B A T 28 4R MMP-2. MMP-9
Ek SRIBUF A& A, @&, fl&SDSENM
W eI, 25 0.1% W 8% 73 I 1L, 5% HERR,
W50 pg i 8 FI IR A S5 AR5 A i 22 0T
G EAE, JEATIC AR SRR M d Uk . VK S AT

°P<0.05 vs IES4H; °P<0.05 vs 6 wkiZAUZE.

4°C, 60V, INA]Z12.5 h. MUK R )G, BIKET
Ve YEIRA5 minX 2, 2R T LAIE SR E BE30
min X 2. 25, ¥ E TR E W, 37 CHeE
18 h. WH A HNIEEH LWl O G4 h,
A 2R HMMP-2 MMM P-947 T~ 85 (415 5 [ (1)
FEasal. N A HFER-2002E %) Fa ik BG 20 07 &
GEAE KM R 20N 14 FL VKB, IF 40 HTMMPsiiT
P45 K B B A, IE R AMMPsE T A 1.
BirF A i YOk Dlmean+ SD&R R, K
FHSPSS11.59 [(JANOVAFE 31T B[R 25 7 2547
Mr, 6] LL R Hg e 56, P<0.054 2 A1 Fiil-2F

2 #R

2.1 ATARKX R G S IE P A 25 R &I [A) i
FERIZH K U2 2 Fas. caspase-8. caspase-34]
Xk B T IER41(P<0.01), 4 wkiii4]
KEATZHZRFas. caspase-8. caspase-33RiAHx =,
6 wkH T FF%. 56 wkisERIZIAHLL, & EHLlK
AT 2H 2R Fas(P<0.01), caspase-8(P<0.01), caspase-
3(P<0.01)H AL B FRR(E L, 3R D).

2.2 a-SMA % B2 FPCRAM 25 B &I 7] i
I v Emdl K T4 2a-SMA mRNARIA
BFEETIEW4P<0.01), 4 wkB 24 K R4
ZURIE B, 6 whki It B, 556 whisAL41AH L,
WA KR AL a-SMA mRNAE L B2
fK(P<0.01).

2.3 MMPs/TIMPs & & P it . PR B 45 R %
I [) B AL 20K RF4IMMP-9. TIMP-1,
TIMP-27E [146i%, MMP-2. MMP-93% 1k i 2 7
TIEE 4L, 4 wkisERI A e, 6 wkai it FF%; &5
6 Wik AHEL, 3 EAH AR B4 TIMP-1,
TIMP-245 [ 3% (P<0.05), MMP-23F P i 25 B A%
(31P<0.05), MMP-9% 114 (P<0.05) XMMP-9
T BT P<0.01, 2, 3, 2, 3).
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| BN
MMP9 e e ey e e 83000 D2 ABFRATEZ
TIMP-1 “~ 2800008 ZMIERAA
- - g P
S MMP-25E MMP-95E i PR 5, Mo T
[ES4E 1.00+0.03 1.00+0.01 TIMP-2 21000 Da S 4 2 1L i
2 wkigHUZ 3.00+0.08° 1.30+0.01° e P AL
4 wisFUR 3.62+0.16° 138+001°  GAPDH DN :6 000 Da
6 wkiBHIH 2.33+0.05° 1.10 £ 0.04°
EEAA 2154 0.03° 1254007 B 2 BEFHLDMMP-9, TIMP-1, TIMP-2BBRX

°P<0.05 vs [EF2H; P<0.05, P<0.01 vs 6 wkiEHULE,

N 2 4 6 H
Fas 45000 Da

caspase-8 3 . ‘ &g‘ 18 000 Da
caspase-3 M W 17000 Da
GAPDH D :5 000 Da

B 1 R4AFFALRDFas, caspase-8. caspase-3BHRER
BT, N: IEH2H; 2: 2 whkiEH4E; 4: 4 wkiRHIZH; 6: 6 wk
MRIZE; H: ST 40.

3 1iE
HFET A2 T A0 40 03 5 1 0 S N« JiFET
Y A1 2 8 A MU 40 8 IR P A 3 A R S R
AR BT I RE, 2 AR s AR, W
KA 4P F . ECMZ Al —RAIE LA
LR iU RSy ) R R e N SN e S o
it e R B BN 3R

A0 I T AE N AR AL SR I v A Bl A A, Al
H 3 DA g R P, VF 2 2k [N 2 5 B R R YT,
A0 M TR A A R B B N B A
BT A U TEDN A A D i ifn 5 A i) — Bk 230
N IE TR R, I LS JH 4 R b
W, BEA LA R L e, s T B
2 AR AN YR T T BE A [ S A A
JLZE TR e Y, 7 e M A
JEF 400 L T B S I, JEUR M L R P A £
5 JFF B0 LR LA L R A P g Ak o ),

VR 2 AT I SR ST, B R
o K UL 230 B AL, BRIl R (Hy p)
i, BRMALT. AST. ALP. GGTHitE, i
(USRS GUE= I RS A N i RTINS i
e kA, B — DR R U AT 4L
PERIWLHL. 55 BoR, 20 4. 6 wkBERIZK BRI
M T- AR E Fas. caspase-8. caspase-3
RILEW & TIEF A, 5 W kb i
KFiiFas. caspase-8. caspase-3t[HFKIAH, 5

www. wjgnet.com

k.

MMP-9
92 000 Da

MMP-2
72 000 Da

B 3 KEAFALMMP-2, 9EMRTL. N: IFHFH; 2: 2
wkIRHIZH: 4: 4 wkiRAIZH; 6: 6 whkiERIZH; H: T ECIH2H.

a-SMA mRNAK LT EA—Z PR 41 i
T2\ HSCHUG 2 MAAE DI R C R, K5
AT AT 40 B E 1 S HSCHE .

AAPA T IR AR T34, A gk
PR % JETC ARG . N I IE . Fas.
caspase-8. caspase-3/& TS24I K 1) 3 B
LRI, 2 A s b, A T
P W Fas/FasLi 2/ S T8 A 09Ty,
DMN SN T, ST 2 kG 545G, 5T
JHF 40 M T, G Ik 41 A S R O A 2
P DAL 45 45 R IO HS C; HS CrJ B IR
JFF 40 B8 T2/, 1 5 I £ 4 T R TR S BT
BeAA Ik, S ARSI R, S H B
RIS YE ZTUAT 2 B E S FasL. Fas.
TNF-o. IL-67K°F. =t st h 22
73 IF 23 5 T R R A A R U LR R oK
P, AT 4R K U 4H i Fas/FasL, Bel-2/
Bax[f)4iA. 3 gz 4040 ML gd 1, nl Rt
PET AR R EEAER.

H'S CIF) ik J8 G i JFF £ 4 4 1% 0 BR 1Y
H A FEHEECMIN A L, Moa-SMAZ
I RERIE EHSCHE IR, a-SMATR H#RIA
() B SR B 7 K B AT A Al IR AR AR A, 1F
— A BRI, AR A R R, KRTF418
a-SMA mRN Ak B R 1 Ji i Wl 4 48 T i,
P e I B DY K ilo-SMA mRNAE
ik, YRS I RIECT, HSCIUE I
B, FEECMA o b %, IR A 4T 4k,
FLIFF T 4 A0 52 I 38 DT 358 00 0 4 i AT
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:K%Tfﬂ;i*i % L, 11 R AT I HS CE S A T ARIAMMP-9 3% FH i, TIMP-1, 28] & FR1K,

K 7 T 47 ) A
e A, A
HSC#E . A
MMPs/TIMPs %
%, #EECM K
M, #—FRF
A AL Y%
AR, AR
7 W 0E AR R 3
FT RAFe IR,

JFEF4EAL 7R .

FIRITWA Ok JH 27 4 A0 2 25 i st 815 500 404
i FFSEATAE, LUK AEAE 5 R NI IECM A B
AR, FEECM™ 4 2 T %, ECMAEJH
PN S ORI 51 AR B R, AN e R
1AM B 53 AL I B A I P, SEHECM
A AN MR R R AR 2, Hh i ECMAR
3 14 40 P DR~ 2R e D R,

AN Zirh, e 4 5 H B (matrix metallo-
proteinases, MMPs) & FLAfi X5~ 55 < @ 2
Titt2H 23 4133 5] - (tissue inhibitor of metal protease,
TIMPs)7E 25 4k T Jl R 2 4 B fift v 4 T 224
I, MMPsfiEHFECMPB&AR, 1T IM P it 2 1]
MMPsBH IEECMPEE. IE# 500 N, MMPs/
TIMPskb T-ghas ¥4, 1775 NECMIF & ol
B, A RE LIRS . W EDIRAS FMMPs/
TIMPs’RHT 5% HFEF4Efb . AL IR K A
RIEAG #YIKL R,

MMP-2 &A% 431 L& 72 000 Dalf) ] Ji
iy, LGRS PRI AT AR T 2= A, S0 5 TT B> i
LRI 1) 1 IV IR, Je o i 4EFFHSC T
A B ORI 26 BRI, TS A THS CAMY
REF= A KR IMECM, /2T AMMP-2#) £ 2k
J5, MMP-238 o B A 1E 5 TP B2 R 60, IR
HSCA 2 M il g A= 47 1) W 3855, A T-HSCIREK
i, BIMTMMP-25HSCIE & B o R, TET
YA I A S, IR 2T Ak 1 R AN T
B MurawakiZ5EPRi T 412 MM P-214
JE e, LT R A SR SR A
. Takahara%5PIFSEMMP-23 5 T JH €7 4idb it
FErh FA SN T, 3G VP4 S A G, AR SK
B 5 FRFAE R —3, DMNKRUTF412:
MM P-2 7% 4 b A5 A5 28 1) I T 2 T 75, 4 wk I
LR . 56 wkiER AL, $ I 4IMMP-2
TR AR, RN ] R IMMP-211)%
R HSC A 22 Fh 4 i A A7 1) 3R 85G, (FHSC
TR, AT I £ AR D R,
NWMMMP-2583A, AT HS C45 2 Fhd i 4=
AN IR, ATHSCIG D, A 0E
J7 SR R AR AL AL 2 —.

MMP-9 & A %] 43 F B 592 000 Dalt) W]
JECHE, 2 BRUR T 9B 4 e, LG R X 4
Wh, WS JE T LIV B SR, B AR IRECM
LRI T MM P-975 2T 4 4k o (1 4
HE T e B s g ALk U A8

MM P-97 1 BH {2 B 5. $7R i 13 nl DL 2 4
FMMP-935% 1, (2 3EMMP-9T#lHI TIMP-1, 2%
ik, B EEDURRIECM, 4 FMMPs/TIMPsii
IS iR

T SRIE 2 AR A B L 0 B A
DM N A £b (196 A1 BE AT 0 XA e,
B AR RN AT B B, PR AT 4
EZ B, WEHEMEEANE, *h B,
SR AR A, W R MES A5, P DUH
AR, A e, B BCEAN R, SRR IR FAR
SRR Z . V)P DMNOK BT A% 9 DL
s BL AT A A A DRI, SR i
P FAT O S (P T A i Ve L, LA F LA
S5 a0 M T, A HIHSCYEAG . A MMPs/
TIMPs & 4, fiE HEECM A A7 K.
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