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Abstract

The abnormal expression of defensins seems
to be a critical factor for the pathogenesis of in-
flammatory bowel disease (IBD). In addition to
directly eradicating or killing pathogenic micro-
organisms, defensins can modulate or amplify
adaptive immune responses under biological
stress. The abnormal expression of defensins dis-
turbs the initiation of adaptive immunity, ampli-
fies intestinal inflammation and thereby acceler-
ates the development of IBD. In this paper, we
review the role of defensins in the pathogenesis
of IBD.
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