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Abstract

Hepatic encephalopathy is a serious complica-
tion of acute and chronic liver diseases and has a
high mortality rate. The pathogenesis of hepatic
encephalopathy remains unclear, and there is
no means of prevention or effective cure for
the disease. Therefore, there is an urgent need
for the basic and clinical research of hepatic en-
cephalopathy to elucidate its pathogenesis. The
development of animal models is important for
elucidating the pathogenesis of hepatic encepha-
lopathy and providing new avenues for diagno-
sis and therapy of the disease. Among a variety
of animal models, rat model is applied most
widely for similarity to humans, repeatability,
reliability, applicability, controllability, simplici-
ty and economy. In this paper, we briefly review
various rat models of hepatic encephalopathy
that have different origins.
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