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Abstract

The regenerative capacity of the liver is extraor-
dinary. However, it has been observed preoper-
atively in some patients, such as those with hilar
cholangiocarcinoma, that obstructive jaundice
may affect hepatocyte proliferation and even
cause hepatic failure after hepatectomy. The
extent of impaired hepatic regeneration caused
by biliary obstruction may determine whether
surgical treatment should be conducted. Nowa-
days, the mechanisms of impaired hepatic re-
generation in patients with obstructive jaundice
have been studied extensively. The possible
mechanisms include restricted portal venous
flow, increased hepatocyte apoptosis, and al-
tered expression of liver regeneration-associated
factors. Thus, regulation of these factors might
have beneficial effects on liver regeneration after
hepatectomy in patients with obstructive jaun-
dice.
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