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Abstract

AIM: To find an anatomic landmark that can be
used to avoid intrapelvic ureteral injury during
total mesorectal excision (TME).

METHODS: Sixty-one patients undergoing TME
at the Affiliated Liuzhou Hospital of Southern
Medical University between June 2006 and June
2010 were observed intraoperatively to find an
anatomic landmark.

RESULTS: Sacrogenital folds, located between
the intrapelvic ureter and mesorectum, are an
anatomic structure that was observed in all the
61 cases studied. No intrapelvic ureter injury
occurred when we chose to operate inside the
Sacrogenital folds.

CONCLUSION: Sacrogenital folds can be used
as an anatomic landmark to prevent intrapelvic
ureteral injury during TME.
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