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Abstract

Gastrointestinal smooth muscle has spontaneous
contractile activity, which is very important to
digestion and absorption function. However,
the pacemaking mechanism in gastrointestinal
smooth muscle is still not clear. In this article,
we review the recent advances in research on
the mechanisms underlying gastrointestinal
pacemaker activity. We summarize the
classification, function and pacemaking
mechanisms of pacemaker cells, and the
relationship between pacemaker cells and
gastrointestinal motility dysfunction. As
abnormal pacemaking activity is often associated
with gastrointestinal motility dysfunction, it
is of great clinical significance to clarify the
pacemaking mechanisms in the gastrointestinal
tract.
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