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Abstract

AIM: To explore the distinctive diagnostic features
of biopsy and operative specimens between
Crohn's disease and intestinal tuberculosis.

METHODS: A retrospective study was per-
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formed to analyze the pathological features of
110 biopsy specimens (55 from patients with
Crohn's disease, and 55 from patients with intes-
tinal tuberculosis) and 38 operative specimens
(29 from patients with Crohn's disease, and 9
from patients with intestinal tuberculosis). The
value of these pathological features in differen-
tial diagnosis of the two diseases was analyzed.

RESULTS: Pathologic parameters of biopsy
specimens helpful in differentiating Crohn's
disease from intestinal tuberculosis included
broadened submucosa, fissure-like ulcer, and
granuloma (37.5% vs 14.0%, 10.9% vs 0%, and
10.9% vs 43.6%, respectively; all P < 0.05). Patho-
logic parameters of operative specimens helpful
in differentiating Crohn's disease from intestinal
tuberculosis included broadened submucosa,
fissure-like ulcer, broadened muscularis propria,
cobblestone appearance, and granuloma (51.7%
vs 11.1%, 34.5% vs 0%, 62.1% vs 11.1%, 37.9% vs
0%, and 20.7% vs 77.8%, respectively; all P < 0.05).

CONCLUSION: The pathological features of
biopsy specimens have limited value in differ-
ential diagnosis of Crohn's disease and intes-
tinal tuberculosis. The pathological features of
operative specimens have appreciable value in
differentiating Crohn's disease from intestinal
tuberculosis. It is essential to combine clinical,
endoscopic and imageologic parameters to dif-
ferentially diagnose the two diseases.
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