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Abstract

AIM: To investigate the expression of CD44v6 in
gastric cancer and analyze its relationship with
tumor biological behavior.

METHODS: Fifty patients with gastric carci-
noma, who were treated at the Second Affili-
ated Hospital of Liaoning Medical University
between 2004 and 2009 and had detailed patho-
logical data, were included in the study. The
expression of CD44v6 in operative and gastro-
scopic samples collected from these patients was
detected by immunohistochemistry using the
streptavidin-peroxidase method.

RESULTS: The positive rates of CD44v6 expres-
sion in gastroscopic and operative samples and
metastatic lymph node samples were 60.00%,
64.00% and 80.77%, respectively, significantly

higher than that in benign gastric mucosa le-
sions (all P < 0.01). The positive rate of CD44v6
expression in intestinal-type gastric carcinoma
tissue was significantly higher than that in
diffuse-type gastric tissue (75.86% vs 47.62%, P <
0.05). The expression of CD44v6 was significant-
ly correlated with the depth of invasion, TNM
stage and lymph node metastasis in gastroscopic
and operative samples (all P < 0.05). There was
no significant difference in the positive rate of
CD44v6 expression between gastroscopic and
operative samples (P > 0.05).

CONCLUSION: CD44v6 may be used as a new
parameter for preoperative prediction of the de-
velopment, progression and metastatic potential
of gastric carcinoma.
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