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Abstract

AIM: To evaluate the feasibility and
operative characteristics of second-stage
pancreaticoduodenectomy (PD) for initially
unresectable periampullary cancer and for
metastatic pancreatic carcinoma after radical
excision of colon carcinoma in senile patients.

METHODS: A total of five senile patients were
included in the study. Four patients had malig-
nant obstructive jaundice, of which two under-
went first-stage cholecystectomy, common bile
duct exploration and T-tube drainage, and the
other two underwent cholangiojejunostomy.
After jaundice subsidence and liver function
recovery, these patients underwent second-

stage PD. Another senile patient simultaneously
underwent PD and radical resection of sigmoid
colon due to cancer recurrence and metastatic
pancreatic carcinoma 19 years after initial cancer
radical resection.

RESULTS: One patient underwent first-stage
T-tube drainage for two months and developed
jaundice and cholangitis after T-tube withdraw-
al. Due to gradual exacerbation, he underwent
second-stage PD but died of liver and renal fail-
ure 10 days after the operation. The other four
patients recovered gradually after PD, under-
went regular postoperative regular chemothera-
py, and survived for 32, 41, 58 (still alive) and 79
months, respectively.

CONCLUSION: PD is indicated for aged pa-
tients with initially unresectable periampullary
cancer or metastatic pancreatic carcinoma after
radical excision of colon carcinoma, and can sig-
nificantly prolong their life span and improve
their life quality.

Key Words: Periampullary cancer; Second-stage
pancreaticoduodenectomy; Chemotherapy; Radio-
therapy; Metastatic pancreatic tumor; Combined
first-stage pancreaticoduodenectomy and sigmoid
cancer radical operation
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