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Abstract

AIM: To investigate the pattern of lymph node
metastasis in advanced proximal gastric cancer
to guide the extent of stomach resection (proxi-
mal or total gastrectomy) and to evaluate the
necessity of splenectomy.

METHODS: The clinicopathological data for 86
patients with advanced proximal gastric cancer
who underwent radical gastrectomy at our hos-
pital from January 1989 to September 2010 were
retrospectively analyzed. The number and size
of detected lymph nodes were recorded. The

total and average number of detected lymph
nodes, total rate of lymph node metastasis, and
metastasis rates of Nos. 1-16 lymph nodes were
calculated.

RESULTS: A total of 4 756 (30-157) lymph
nodes were detected in the surgical specimens
from 86 patients with advanced proximal gas-
tric cancer, and the average number of detected
lymph nodes was 55.30 + 20.23. Of 4 756 de-
tected lymph nodes, 3 859 (81.14%) had a size
of <5 mm. Seventy of 86 cases had lymph node
metastasis, and the total rate of lymph node
metastasis was 81.40%. Of 912 metastatic lymph
nodes, 556 (60.96%) had a size of <5 mm. The
metastasis rates of Nos. 1-4 and 7-9 lymph nodes
(39.53%-80.23%) were higher than those of Nos.
12-15 (0.00%-2.33%). The metastasis rates of Nos
5, 6,10, 11 and 16 lymph nodes were 22.09%,
15.12%, 33.72%, 18.60% and 15.12%, respectively.

CONCLUSION: Analysis of the pattern of
lymph node metastasis in proximal advanced
gastric cancer has an appreciable value in guid-
ing lymphadenectomy. Total gastrectomy plus
splenectomy is a feasible radical surgery for
proximal advanced gastric cancer because of the
requirement of resection of Nos. 5-6 and Nos.
10-11 lymph nodes.
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metastasis; Lymphadenectomy; Gastrectomy; Sple-
nectomy
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