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Abstract

AIM: To investigate the expression of human cat-
helicidin LL-37 in the colon mucosa of patients
suffering from ulcerative colitis and to assess its
relationship with colon inflammation.

METHODS: Thirty-two patients with ulcerative
colitis were included in the study. The severity
of ulcerative colitis was assessed using the Ul-
cerative Colitis Disease Activity Index (UCDAI).
The expression of LL-37 and cytokines (TNF-q,
IL-1B and IL-4) in the colon mucosa was detect-
ed by real-time RT-PCR. Immunohistochemistry
was used to investigate the location of the LL-37
peptide in the normal and inflamed colon mu-
cosa. Colon epithelial cells were stimulated in
vitro with cytokines to evaluate mechanisms that
influence cathelicidin production.
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RESULTS: The mRNA expression of LL-37 and
cytokines in the colon mucosa was significantly
elevated with the severity of disease activity in
UC patients compared to controls (LL-37: 4.97
*6.95, 31.46 + 10.74, 75.50 * 13.19 vs 0.27 + 0.45;
TNF-a: 97.04 + 23.74, 201.07 + 33.46, 290.81 +
30.45 vs 72.82 + 18.85; IL-1B: 72.98 + 38.03, 153.46
+22.68, 211.34 + 25.12 vs 38.56 + 10.38; IL-4: 26.04
+12.47, 46.38 = 15.12, 46.94 + 16.53 vs 19.34 +
11.61, all P < 0.05). Significant correlations were
found between the mRNA expression of LL-37
and cytokines (r = 0.965, 0.940, 0.628, all P < 0.01).
Immunohistochemistry analysis showed that the
LL-37 peptide was located in the colon epithelial
surface in both normal controls and UC patients.
In addition, the LL-37 peptide was detected
easily in inflammatory cells infiltrating into the
inflamed colon mucosa in UC patients. In vitro
stimulation with cytokines did not up-regulate
LL-37 expression in colon epithelial cells.

CONCLUSION: The up-regulation of LL-37
expression in inflamed colon mucosa of UC
patients and high correlation between the ex-
pression of LL-37 and cytokines indicate a close
relationship between LL-37 and immune inflam-
matory response in UC patients with ulcerative
colitis; however, this process does not involve
colonic epithelial cells.

Key Words: Ulcerative colitis; Cathelicidin LL-37;
Cytokines
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A AR, A 5k EPCRF H M E R R &
TREHNEUCEF ) Xm L MmE L PLL-374
¥ £ B F(TNF-o. IL-18. IL-4)# %A & &
HME X F; A REAEAF FEMELL-3T &
SEE L5 IR RE R e K g AERR P 9 A SR, A
K B F AR SRR B4 B bRt e, LA st
LL-37 &L 69 % .

HR: FZHHUCEE XL P LL-374=
S B T 0 AR AR FEIE3E 5 (LL-37: 4.97
+6.95, 31.46410.74, 75.50+13.19 vs 027+
0.45; TNF-a: 97.04423.74, 201.07+33.46,
290.81430.45 vs 72.82+18.85; IL-1pB: 72.98 +
38.03, 153.46+22.68, 211.344+25.12 vs 38.56
+10.38; IL-4: 26.04+12.47, 46.38+15.12,
46.94416.53 vs 19.34%11.61, 3#P<0.05), A
AR R TE B R 3 i 38 5, — B Ak B R
H8 3 (y = 0.965, 0.940, 0.628, 3P<0.01); LL-37
FEk T AT EMFREAUCE & K w4 fb
My kB LR, AINEUCEFH Km i iz
Hey K F K mmpe N B SRk, RN
B F R F R LiRE M E R @ PLL-37
EOF Eo

LS B KLL-37T A E S BUCE E X 4
FEPHSZEAARLE X ER-FEZEMX,
THEALE TUCH Sk £ mit 42, {2 puhl T
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1 )Lk AT 56 2REPE % (inflammatory bowel
disease, IBD)I1 P KIS Iz M 25 W 2% (ul-
cerative colitis, UC)F157 % i (Crohn's disease,
CD) A& i ML B 5T Bk Bk 22, B HF 20 ok 41
AT I G A ) B 8 I 25 R TEL AR P A 286 8 9 i
T AEAGEIBD I HLHNAZ LU Hrp R 98 i
DA 3R 08 1) 2R AT 5 i 38 980E 1 R AR R I8 %%
DA OGN 1 i 3 IS P AT P 05 S R4
k4 R i P BB TS, o KRR &
IR AU VE S 5 R G ) RN B PR P E cathelici-
dins, H Ay AKIUME— 1) A cathelicidindG 3 & ik b
hCAPI8/LL-37"". LL-37&ik 2", Hohfi
FER R 12 CAFSELL-372 5 T A K H f
Sh RN bRz, 70 T R e A ) 1 1)

e AR 2R PR IR (K A /EIB D B
(¥ &5 U b R o A7 AE S ., OB B A A
i2E, LR HTWH S B0 il RECD & Hh 4t
TR IR AR 1 S S50 6 1 e o 0 ke B, AT
AN BRGS0, HUC - Pt
WK 05 L SO AN 2. AT 27
LL-37/EU CIE A &5 [l R IR A 1A D0 S 55 45
[ EAE 2 TA (F1 G 2.

1 SRIRE
1.1 A AW T bR 2 28— B B e 3

R s, I S4B E A A
JESINHAE B A R E . UCHL kB brite: 1t
$£2007-09/2008-12 75 Jb 1T K255 — B B i AL
BHAZUCHESE. 2 WibrdE k520074 R4
SO 2 53 43 FORENE I A 4 1) 1) 98
SiE PE 2 ¥R T o (135 30 2 R H Suther-
land=siMayo i i )45 £ (disease activity index,
DA h3%%, 3-50r R ENES), 6-1043 4
HRENESN, 11-1240 A TEREVE AN, SIL324) e (oF
PJFE49.56 S )Nk, H B g sh41(UCDALY
B15y4.1)1061, HEEEEH A (UCDATT14478.3)12
%1, TGS ZH(UCDATT- 1443 11.2) 104, % B4
I REARE: R JAAT 45 e A AT 45 1 B AT )
. BIL120) A CPFI 60,75 8 ) Nik. UC
2 R WA P HERR bR R A A nT RE S
RIS R, A 45 BUR B0 K gL
PN~ JIENE R B R 4 T 30 R 4
HEDE; BATEE. L . B, AR
i} 52 48 Bk A o ; BTG 53 /MUCHLT)
HeBrAn v IC IR IZ WA WA I 5 P 8. UCHL:
TE B LSS 9T S A 45 W R LS R 41 231 -2
P A 7R BT N SRR R LA IE 3 4
RIS HGE A L 23128 K 3 AR 1) &5 i ol P e A
SERIBONB R VA R ORAT-
12 7k
1.2.1 RNA#H & 1% 4 o538 PCRA SE BF 52
S FPCR: WAL I 45 1V R AR A TS 2 R
7. HEFAN M HRNAZ I TRIZol(3E E Invitro-
gen”/A 7)) B 5 TR1zo U5 42 L, K 4h )
Fee T e ERNAKRE. B2 pgiRNA, 0.5
nglfi0ligo-dT(3EPromega/s #]). 10 mmol/L
FJANTP(EEPromega/A )#+1.25 uLAI200 U
M-MLV (3£ [H Promega 2t 7))t /%25 uLJ WAk &,
Wi 5k e DN A, BARZ M-MLV i % 5% i
IWEIH TS EAT, N-20 CIRAT.

519751 K TaqMan# & (Bl 2B TAEY) T
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ZEE 5. AMBERLL-37RB SIS ALRPBIRA NE S B SERNK R 1361
Wi £ E
HEHADH#ED
Rk @ Ak e K
3I1EHR 21 PR bp) EEBREES T
: : 4 SR BEIE, R
LL-37 iwisS|LY) 5'-ACCCAGCAGGGCAAATCTC-3 109 BB R K g A
S 5'-GAAGGACGGGCTGGTGAAG-3' J 3 2K .
TagManiFét 5'_TGTTATCCTTATCACAACTGAT-3' il};{i’ii jfi
' 0 ] Ré AR R E
TNF-o iwicE]lY) 5'-GGCCCCCAGAGGGAAGA-3 118 o 2% e ]
N5 ¥ 5'-GGTTTGCTACAACATGGGCTACA-3' o — 5 AR,
TagManiR&t 5'-TTCCCCAGGGACCTCTCTCTAATCAGCC-3'
IL-1B iwisS|LY) 5'-GTTCCCTGCCCACAGACCTT-3' 97
iiEEL) 5'-CGTTATCCCATGTGTCGAAGAA-3'
TagManiRét 5'-TGACCTGAGCACCTTCTTTCCCTTCATCTT-3'
IL—4 iwiE]lY) 5'-CCACGGACACAAGTGCGATA-3' 102
BNiEEL) 5'-GCCCTGCAGAAGGTTTCCTT-3'
TagManiR&t 5'-TGAACAGCCTCACAGAGCAGAAGAACACA-3'
GAPDH iwicS|LY) 5'-CAGTCAGCCGCATCTTCTTTT-3' 110
BiEEL) 5'-GTGACCAGGCGCCCAATAC-3'
TagManiRét 5'-CGTCGCCAGCCGAGCCACA-3'

FEHAMRS G IR ARG B)WEL XfcDNAS
BEAT B IR R AN A S DR (R 5l PC R, s
P HE P EAT 2% B SR IR E R iUk, AR AT
TLEE SR SN O E P CRIK N AKR R Ry
25 uL, A& B CDNA 2 pL, = Rif51#%0.75
pmol, 10 mmol/LIfJANTP%-0.5 pL, 10X Jx V2%
2.5 uL, TagManfi%'5 pmol, Taq DNAK &
fif0.25 uL. K26 E EPCRY I (L HABI
A A|Prism 7300844E RA)HATDNAMY Y, K&
N 440 95 “CHAZE10 min; 95 °C 15's, 60 C
30's, 72 °C 1 min, JL40MEFR. IS R G H AT
AFAF HFE 1) C UL (9 615 i 2 B E (117G
HH), F MR A H R 1 C ol 5 8 K I
GAPDHFCHEAH UL, #ed5 i H 1R R IA
iy Q(CHSERRCHIERD g2 5[] A A o) B4 0F
Je A5 H I PR s AR N 7K. T H 5
DRI i e B oA v () R TE R /D, i 4 Rk K
SRR UREE SR X 10015 %R,

1.2.2 %R ARACE: WK 45 i R bR AN
40 g/LIP) FEEE il e, A e, P14 um. B
KA S 3% A0 A I 3 R BUE 20 min
DA B AU o S8 A e . FHO.01 mo /LAY
HAIR #h 22 PR (p HO.0) B L AT P s 2. H
TEH R L 2 3 3 AT B S, e
2004 BT ALL-37—$i(3:HE Santa Cruz/A )4 C
REA, R A i st A S AR ROR
A7 BR 2y ] B e i AL A AR AR ) ) 5
JCEL h, HDABH (AL AL S B
PR 2N R R4 R DABIR A 1) 2 (43 min, /K211
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KNG IR Z B R, FEiK. EW RS . 3
CO BRI R 20 B 5T N AL B B £ 0K
1.2.3 mpessfe: N85 W4 RHT-297E %50
mL/L CO,, 37 CIEMR KIEFRA PR IR, ks I
554752 mmol/LIKL-A 2 Mt F1100 mL/LJIG
1375 (3% E Hyclone A H)) [IRPMI 164035 77 5(56
FE[Hyclone /s ). {E85F7HE A 40 BN A EE
0.1, 1. 10. 100 ug/LIJTNF-a, IL-1B(3 FEMil-
lipore A ) BKIL-4(3 [E Peprotech Asia’a ), FH
P FE A I AN ZK 2 mmol/LIK) T W, gk 4k
iR 40 24 )¢ 48 h. WA i 5 HIRT-PCRIF 7
R ELL-371) %5,

Gt E iR PR imean £ SDEE
7, FHSPSS13.0 A B R 3T 2 #r. T4y
5 77 ZEANTE, LR AR T AL 56 o 3 P 4
() ) 2 55 FH L TR 38 22 0 Ml AL P ARG 560 U A
H UL ERIAH R 2SR, FiPearsonAl =456 25 4
L L-3 7140 i X7~ 1) (R AR G, P<0.051A 2k 22 5+
CEN 98

2 BR

2.1 LL-37 mRNA {2 45 7 £ & 64 &k 29/32451)
U CHLEE A F14/1 2081 0] HEAL B (1 45 T R AL 27
FEASZEG 4 FALL-37 mRNAIY 1. X T
ARSI AT AR B H )L AR A,
R Ch TC H W 5E R  Rak, Rk 7K & E 0 0.
UCH B AT 45 R LL-37 mRNAE
TEIKA-436.94 +30.44, Xf M4 o 1E 45 %
JBELL-37 mRNARKIE K 40.2740.45, KUC
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[ B 1
AKX E RKRR R

ERIELTHRE
JKLL-37/2 4 f ¢
FE Y EN-F Y
KEEME A

pari:l n LL-37 TNF-a IL-18 IL-4
WORA 12 0.27 +0.45 72.82+18.85 38.56 + 10.38 19.34+11.61
UCRE B5A 10 4.97 +6.95 97.04 +23.74 72.98 + 38.03 26.04 +12.47
UCHhEBnA 12 31.46+10.74 201.07 +33.46 153.46 + 22.68 46.38+15.12
UCEE ExA 10 75.50+13.19 290.81 +30.45 211.34+25.12 46.94 +16.53
g 20 T, T R e e R [ A A B LT eI,
Hol | LL-3T4EUCHA JOE ML L BT 25 5
Z30) e 5 T B RALL, R OB T4 2 b, L
220 5 2 B AT L 3 A M 2 . s
Eoob b YLK R A 25 2 SR L L-3 776 % L 41 45 M
; 0 T BB )2 b R (1335 40.1877£0.0015, fEUC
UCZH XIEA

B 1 UCHERINIBEEIFFEIELL-37 mRNABIAEXIZRIAK
3E. °P<0.001 vs UCZH.

300 537 a
= TNF-a.

250} = I-1p
mI-4

K
[0

200}
150}
100} a

mRNAFER 7%

50 N E <

0

WHEZH  UCHRESEANZH UCHEE &N UCE RSN

B 2 L-37704EEFmRNATER SRS EENUCE S
BAREIEIIZRIA. 'P<0.05 vs A RZH; P<0.05 vs UCKREETESAH.

2H I S PRI, 38 A b AT I 2 22 7 (P<0.001,
K1), LL-377EA A0 15 3 A% FE 1 U C i 45
RGN I kAT 72 S, BEAE UCD AL VR4 38 T,
LL-37M R IE AT VT, RVER BTG 3 24>
TSN > IR B 41(P<0.05), {HAJE 55 sh 4 A
W HEATLL-37 1) 315 T W 2 1 22 S (2, &12).

2.2 LL-378 %35 5 ¥ 2 W FTNF-a. IL-1B%
IL-46948 % b £ Fh 205 K1 (1 R IR U CALR
o B2 S 3 v, HBEAE UCD AL VP43 38 i
Thir, HATNF-afIL-1B11 R IE{EUCHE E T
FH>UCH RS 41>U CHR WG 5h 41> %) IR 21
(P<0.05), IL-44EUCH  FJEIGSh2AL 1 R IE WAL
REEE S AW I nER2, E2). LL-37/1) kA
RAE FTNF-an TL-1B M IL-41/ 31K R R 1
IEAHIEKR A (Y = 0.965, 0.940, 0.628, 31P<0.01).

23 LL-37R G AL MmAE P oy A LL-37KIE
T NIEH 45 R 2R 2 F R A B s 1) -

RAE TS S5 W R R 2 b e 33k 50.1893 £
0.0014, W= 2 [A) G i 3% 1 22 57 (P>0.05). IEAR,
LL-374EU C 8 98 RE B 45 M B 1) e 3 e
I A J2 PR R OK o 9O 4 iR s Rk, 48
ZRLL-37 W] ReAEU C 58 1) 45 &Mt 98 ik vh i 4%
HEAEHI(E13).

2.4 PRI K R Fabs i b sl L-37 kA8
Bve ARG S R (POLEREPCR), 4l LR
MIHT-29/LL-37 mRNAFEIE LML TR R
BRI, FOARFERIREEO0.1. 14 104 100 pg/L)FIFAE
[A-FTNF-a, IL-1BRIL-4444 M 45 i b 1z 40 i
HT-29 245448 h)i5, ViR ANRER I BILL-37(1 %1k,
AR A BAPE T B2, F T 22 mmol/L)IIHT-29
A 124 h)5 BRI LL-37/ 280k (1 4). Hol A 4 i b
TIHARE LS F A RLL-371) 2RI,

3 171E
IBDHIH K2R R UCHICD 4l h 2 M 3
SR LR R . R R AE AR SR
5 S P A MRS B AR L4k i 20T 1 FL A
o3 DRI FIATL o o A 50 405 2, A H AT S il e 3R
B RS I OHEh, FREEIA 25 T i AR AN
MU S R G0 — # A HAEH 3 807 % 1) sk
A2 T R (1) G A I o P R S R
G5 LA G KRR S RGN TSR
T JREY, L rp Py S RGN - BN 8-
BT TR DAL 58 K 1) 7% 293 i Ak A 4 R0 92 18 4 3
REAEIBD ) A ML 52 Bk 2 1) B,
Sbr i i ik cathelicidinsds )& 78 Bz o
TRz HoScak, JLAE 980 M B I R
kR HZ 5500 I AW HLE, Wi cathelicidins
TERE NP B 2 1 J8 3 Th RIS & BRI Y, JFwT LA
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B3 -37ASHRARPNRAGREARLSRE x
10001, A: TR S RIE LR B: UCHSRENS
RO ARIARIZ ERZAIN; C: UCHREEDRR s
i Al

PECERGA LR R N, AR LB I
i Fcathelicidinsid 8 215 I B B 45 14,
A BRI 1) B JER JRE R I A SN T AE AR
Ji 18 Hcathelicidins 5 H G DNAL &I K H
G G 2 NP BEAEIF IR N, & Bl cathelici-
dinstE &R EAEAE RIS, HASIBDRIR N
HEVIER, LL-37TAEUCHRF (45 I Fh ik
FETHE, MECD R R IE LRI i, AHIXF
S R IR AEIBD AR AL R SCAS B A,
ARWFFE4EE B Tor: LL-374EUC R AR BT
438 i 80 B (1) 3 8 350 PR AL I o 465 o 2 I i 2
i (RN BRATHIS R T AN A UCHR I 20 f
FLL-3740k 1 25 5 BEAE U CHRs 7% 21 B2 (1 14,
LL-3713 8 AT T &L IX/RLL-37 (W3R A
U CHR A 19 a7 T R B0 3 30 88 7 35 1) K
R, HFRIEAVAE BT I NUC H R K 4R
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4 ARARERFTHER ERMIBLL-37RAVSZ0N.
1—4: ERILKFGAPDHIIFIK; 5-8: HIUEEALL-370935%;
1, 5 TERRIIRATRG; 2, 6: TNF—olIVEAIAE; 3, 7: IL—1BHIliH
YHIE; 4, 8: IL—4%IIIEZHIE; M: Marker.

L. BEAE AT R U CHRFHLL-37/%K
IR AR 5 1E 5 S AR T i, oI e TE ¢
U A IS A S S A 1) S5 A B I, (HLZE A5
A7 G5 R R R PO R T e S R Y, X SRR
TR T4 L L-371 %Ik 5UCHER#H 145 W 4%
SEFEJEAT 5%, 3T W WehkampfIFoT & B 5 — K2k
VU IK-Bi 0 22 HBD-2MHBD-3 I & ik fEUCHR
{10 225 0 ARb P S 3 e v 1, T L A2 B 2R
7 25 B R I 2588 =™ H R L A HBD2
{1 e R AL T ST RS 2 v T AR ROE R A R
HBD2 5 4 [ JRE SN R A BORAT P,

N T HE BN LL-37T4EUCH G h il R
WG W RAEZ RIOC R, A5 T LL-371
FIEFIRER TR R, JRER T IEEIBD A
L v e SRR AR — 2 e R E o 71 At
J2 EH AP A e AR Y — SRR AR, 7R A R Tk
TR IE R, W A S54RI S
WOIRAR BENE A 5 R AN 4 5 1 R . IBD
H R S 5028 TR 1 RO 1 98 PR 1 1R 6 0 2
FEUT M TE RN IR BE It e T 90 1 3R
PO TNF-ofIL-18 2 AN EUC KR HLE R
WERBRBRN T, UE2REREILEUCE
IR B ETHERYY, OlsenfIGuimbaud
(IRFGTHE 7R TNF-an TL-1B &3k B 5 503
U CHT 5 3 PR3 I i A . 1R T v, R 6 %
i EARLF AR SCHET, (B AR 22 075 1 2
T UITL-4%AEIB DI R IE S AR FH M 93 (0 AR
1, ANFE IR RIL-47EUCH RIS AR
— AR TL-AXE T B E 40 i LA U T A,
TEWE YN R & — S e I 7, 7= A IL-4
I Th2%ICD4 Ttk 41 1B D) F 12 95 BEHL I
Hh 1 . TR ST R W 4
B FTNF-o. IL-1BHIIL-47EUCHE SR FB AT 45
I 288 R P 2 TS A ot BV L 5 W S S 2 T

mi:A2E
AL AH#—FIK
HUCEF LR
H e T I,
At —F F M
BTUC & & & Rt
AEFAE I IR IE
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W @ 75 40 FERUCHE G LA IS, HrP TNF-ofITL-1B)  28RE A7~ 1%, 70 ARSI R 2 b

ATk,
BT, s
M K E & AU
W IENNIR A A
EX O™

PRI I ) B R i 2 T, TL-4%
325 A B A 95 i ) JEE (R 8 A T e R A Ry
PP S N V3 E e S (BN SR IR S RS

WA R I 45 R B R LL-37 1)K
K5 RIER FTNF-a. IL-1BFIIL-4 5 W] B 1
A9, $E7RLL-37 ] REFIU C 50 S i RE
HHEY)KFR. Iy, LL-371 R IEAE 5240 g
Bl 4 37 RAE R PRI R IE R FIL-6
FITFN-y R DL~ ) il 5 k% 4 B A L L-37 85 1
(13 7 30 W S 986 0 Y, ke I B A A A 5 UC
AL, S —PPTh2 NZ A 3 119 B2 ik 98 9 M 5,
Howel IZE 1157 & IR Th240 fw K FTL-4FI1TL-13
AT AT B TR L L-3 77 £ 0 41 i () 2 328 1y
iR N 1 B % BB R R B ML 2 388 ;. 5 b
RIL, LL-378E R A ] LAFITL-645 4 IR 3 8 1,
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