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Abstract

Ulcerative colitis (UC), one of non-specific
chronic inflammatory conditions of the gastroin-
testinal tract with unknown complex etiology, is
a chronic inflammatory bowel disorder charac-
terized by diffuse mucosal inflammation of the
colorectum with exacerbations and remissions.
Nowadays, the diagnosis of UC is based mainly
on symptoms, endoscopic findings, and histo-
pathologic grading of biopsy specimens. How-
ever, there is a lack of a gold standard for the
diagnosis of UC. Endoscopy is the cornerstone
for diagnosis and evaluation of UC and plays a
significant role in diagnosis, evaluating disease
activity, malignancy surveillance and treatment.
Over recent decades, the emergence of new
imaging techniques, including endoscopic ultra-
onography, chromoendoscopy, magnification
endoscopy, narrow-band endoscopic imaging,
and laser scanning confocal microendoscopy,
has provided a great boost to endoscopic diag-
nosis and treatment of UC. In this article, we
will review the recent advances in endoscopic
diagnosis and treatment of UC.
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