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Abstract

AIM: To investigate the expression of zinc-fin-
gers and homeoboxes 2 (ZHX2) in gastric carci-
noma and to analyze its clinical significance.

METHODS: Immunohistochemistry was used
to examine the expression of ZHX2 protein in 62
cases of gastric carcinoma and tumor-adjacent
tissue specimens. The relationship between
ZHX2 protein expression and clinicopathologi-
cal characteristics of gastric carcinoma was then
analyzed.

RESULTS: The positive rate of ZHX2 expression
was significantly higher in gastric carcinoma
than in tumor-adjacent tissue (72.58% vs 14.52%,
P < 0.001). The expression of ZHX2 was not as-
sociated with age, gender, tumor size, classifica-
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tion, tumor differentiation, lymph node metasta-
sis, distant metastasis or TNM stage. However,
ZHX2 expression was significantly associated
with tumor location and depth of invasion (both
P <0.05).

CONCLUSION: The expression of ZHX2 protein
in gastric carcinoma was significantly higher
than that in tumor-adjacent tissue. ZHX2 may
be used to evaluate the origin and prognosis of
gastric carcinoma.

Key Words: Zinc-fingers and homeoboxes 2; Gastric
carcinoma; Clinicopathological features; Immuno-
histochemistry; Prognosis
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