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Abstract

AIM: To investigate the effect of all-trans retinoic
acid (ATRA) on the differentiation, invasion and
metastasis of liver cancer HepG2 cells.

METHODS: After HepG2 cells were treated with
different concentrations of ATRA, the prolifera-
tion of HepG2 cells was evaluated by MTT assay;
anchorage-dependent growth was evaluated
by colony formation assay; AFP secretion was
determined by ELISA; the transcription levels of
Nanog and MMP-9 were assessed by RT-PCR,
and their protein levels were assessed by Western
blot; and cell invasion and migration were evalu-
ated by scratch test and transwell assay.

RESULTS: ATRA suppressed the proliferation
and anchorage-dependent growth of HepG2 in
a dose- and time-dependent manner. ATRA in-
duced cell differentiation and decreased AFP se-
cretion in HepG2 cells (both P < 0.05). Treatment
with ATRA down-regulated the mRNA and
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protein levels of Nanog and MMP-9 (within 24
hours) in a dose- and time-dependent manner.
In addition, ATRA could inhibit the invasion
and metastasis of HepG2 cells.

CONCLUSION: ATRA may induce cell differen-
tiation, reduce cell invasion and migration and
down-regulate the levels of Nanog in HepG2 cells.

Key Words: All-trans retinoic acid; Liver cancer;
Proliferation; Differentiation; Invasion; Migration
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BmE
HEY: 35T 4A R X 4 P 8 (ATRA) AT % 28 i
HepG2 89 ¥ 5 2AAE A BAZ 2 32 45 09 % 7.

Fik: MTTi 0 2 ATRAXTH % 40 e Hep G2
o 4R AE R PSR B R kA M ATR A ST
HepG24m it AR Fikk & K AE A, ELISAEA
M ATRAYE A 375 HepG2 AFPA- i3 89 T 4L;
RT-PCR#& M ATRA*Hep G228 IEMMP-9 %
Nanog#mRNA % ik 49 % "%1; Western blot#n|
ATRA*tHepG2 2 EMMP-9 & Nanog % & % ik
#95% 7%); Transwel & R J& 52 o] 3 542 2 &
A AR 0 a.

LR MTT# 2 FATRAFH AR S 3E FR AT
Jtm leHepG24m i £ K, 2 5 & F= B 18 4R #t
M; ELISA R ~ATRA $HepG22a it 54t An
B, EREAT @I T K AFPY 2R 2T
M(P<0.05); P 75 It R R A A
ATRAA 2 9Hep G2 % MR L&, 12 22ATRA
RE, AHBRELEE LKA AR,
ATRA £ B 18] Z R FAR UM T i Nanog mRNA
B G e Rk, FAE24 h 2R EARBUE T A
MMP-9 mRNAZ % & & ik ; Transwell 52 5 F=
R 52 e 25 R B ATRARE 47 5 HepG2 28 fL 64
eE Tk 1l

#£18: ATRAT#H FHepG2%m i 51b, B1i%
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;{1 A aiTRA HepG2#91& & it A4k 1, 5T FiRMBTamle 20 uL MTT, B E4 h, BUH96FLIR, FFERREE IR,
;;g;mw ﬁ4&iﬂ%£§Nanogé@ﬁilAﬁ¢§‘] B AALIIA100 L DMSO, & THEK L4710 min, B
fe i B Nanog#y  JE A9 B 89, FRAY 570 nkr i O B (A ) .

B, HE—F R
Pl ATRA Z % i
TN BT
iR AR
ik B % 9T A 9 0
B 4, ¥ ATRA
W AE R HLF
A B SHAEN.

Rt &R YRR, PR, W L R T
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J5 R M P 440 s i e L LS T R 2 —,
BETSAE BT AT ST g v 8 55347, A BRIGAEL)
600 000 A\ FE T HF3t", Sk ppiRs 4 it ok 7 10 %
SARIRIRE T, RN EBERG S R s vEsa . R
FH 534155 3 700 R A7 R 4 6 358 7 543 1 5243
TR, A8 1 H N s S B R 1, A
B ERIT IR E . MR R R SR, 13
L DR A T R 40 i 122 28 BT B T (K AR 2R AT
A, BRAR IR 4 AR 28 BT Rk wT 4 bR
R 5. ATRAJE H i A 1F 5 5 2 — il
Sk, OB A T S A s 44k, H AT
WFFCAR I, b A — 2 S g v bt 45 G
B[4

1 #RIRSE

1.1 A# N Hep G241 Ml - g A2 g B
513k, ATRAI H SigmaA 7]; RPMI-164017 775
& H Gibco A Hl; /N ML I F BTN DU 275 A #];
NI AFP ELISAIR A &0 B T L R}
W) F, RNASGIIBevE th Je sk ARk i A =]
A RNASRBCA G 5 b 50 AR 7 2 A
Nano gtk KMMP-941 1A HEP-Tomic/A #l;
Transwell/N % H FCorning /A 7] ; MatrigelJi it
JKE H FBD 2 .

12 7%

1.2.1 smAasEFc: 100 mL/LF A 24 3 1)
RPMI-164085 773 7% 737 'C, %50 mL/L CO,
(IR R 7R A .

1.2.2 MTT: HOEAE K A0, e v 10
BEAN A, WO A AR, T AN v 4
X 10*/mL, LAEFFL200 pLEEFRT96 LK, £76 h4l
JRLIUEE I 23 S NS [RIVR B I ATR A, 28R4
(1 umol/L 10 umol/L. 100 pmol/L), ¥ %%}
A MAAFAEFL0. 1% DMS O, = 0 I 41
IONHH [F AR RS ARG IR A, Rk R w5 AL,
Iy REFE24 ., 48HI1T72 h, B IR LRI AL NN

1.2.3 Fom 5 35 ik BORAA K40 i, i
TH AU R 0 P, WRAT PP A0 P, TR A vk
FE 34 X 10*/mL, &AL T mL40 e B3k, £56 h
A0 BN HE IS 23 MDA [ IR FE R ATR A, 29K 5
J3(1 pmol/L 10 umol/L. 100 pmol/L), %¥ X}
WA I AH R AR e A G R 38, Rk w3/
1L, E37 'C, 50 mL/L CO 574 h 4kl 1 3%, it
HEZH TV 1501~ LA - 4 i 141 B4R 7% I 45 SR BE 5%,
296 d, 1F 3 E 5 BB N s .
1.2.4 ELISA*# M ATRA®HepG2 & ik AFP#)
LAGHELS %ol R RF S (e S TR Tl N
K FrE i 2 IR N8 pg/L. 4 pg/L. 2 ug/L.
1 pg/L. 0.5 ug/L, 735l B F AL, ARk LA
DUFE AL, 25 A FUINRE S MR 50 pL, ARt fL
TNF B AT IRRIE B 50 pL, FRIRE AL 2GS IR,
A ARREA0 uL, FEONAFIIAE SN 10 uL; FARIAE S
FALRBAN AL, ERESERUG, KRN o, &
THRAWDMIEE T, FRRERT37 ClE
AR E30 ming F5EWAK, BEAL IR R
JE DR 30 s, FRT-URs, FIE4Un T, &
K5, M BAUIMABESR IS0 uL, 27 FFLER
S, B SEEhIRA), 37 Claih B A E 30 min;
FERWAA, BEFLINWARRE S5 VB k230 s, W
FURg, LR, RS, M+ Bk
I GLAFRIASO pL, B WA 7B50 L, 4248
PR, 37 CREE 10 min; HUHEEFRR,
FESLINAZ IS0 pL, 2Rk B (I 85 (657 %)
o), DA AfLIAE, TRgbR F7E450 nm
WA A LA A,
1.2.5 RT-PCR: Nanog324 43 2H: I IR (&
0.1%DMSOM R FR4k); 2 Al (s8R 7R 4k);
24 hZH (& E M1 pmol/L. 10 umol/L. 100
pumol/L); 48 hZH (W1 pmol/L. 10 pmol/
L. 100 pmol/L); 72 hZ4L (£ % N1 pmol/L.
10 umol/L+ 100 pmol/L). MMP-95L 5 7341: 24 h:
EA . WAL 1 pmol/L4L. 10 umol/L
ZH. 100 pmol/L4H.

5%t 2 8 GenBank i K 341 ¥ i1, #E1
Uf JiBlast, LEXTES 5 H IFEAHRF (R L), flife
RNA; Wi#55%; PCRY14; 20 uL % W A& &, Master
mix 10 pL, ddH,0 6 pL, 10 pmol/L{{JPCRY4% 5
LRSI 1 pL, cDNA 2 pL; % 5N 4 E
F: B-actin: 94 “C, 5 min; 30MPCRIFEIF(94 C,
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Kz, & 2R IAPBRWITRMIEHepG28Y 1. BTN 3383
Wi £ E
AR SR ILATRA
B B LR

HHE S5l BRNBRE(C) FYKEbp)
B—actin F 5'-ATCTGGCACCACACCT-3'

R 5'-CGTATACTCCTGCTT-3' 54.8 837
nanog F 5'-ATGCCTCACACGGAGACTG-3'

R 5'-CTGCGTCACACCATTGCTA-3' 51.9 369
mmp-9 F 5'-TGGGCTACGTGACCTATGACAT-3'

R 5'-CACCTCCACTCCTCCCTTTC-3' 48.8 165

30 s; 54.8°C, 30 s; 72 C, 60 s); 72 C, 5 min.
Nanog: 94 °C, 5 min; 30MPCRIGFRA(94 C, 30 s;
519 C, 30 s; 72 'C, 60 s); 72 'C, 5 min. mmp-9:
94 °C, 5 min; 30/NPCRTE#1(94 °C, 30 s; 48.8 C,
30's; 72 °C, 60 s); 72 °C, 5 min. HL¥KJ5 174 ]
H 2 HL Uk B B R 7 BT (Bio-Rad, USA) K Im-
age-22007> 1 ¥ (Bio-Rad, USA)HEAT 440 #T,
LjB-actin KRB LLAEAF hNanog. MMP-9/¥]
AHXS 25 He
1.2.6 Western blot: Nanog=36 43 2H: ¥ @ xt fe 21
(%70.1%DMSOM I 7 4);, T HHAGE I
F4l); 24 WA (ZWREHNT pmol/L. 10 umol/
L. 100 pmol/L); 48 h4L(Z¥KJZ A1 umol/L+
10 pmol/L. 100 pmol/L); 72 hZH (&K E M1
umol/L. 10 umol/L. 100 umol/L). MMP-95£
¥4 24 h: A4, 1 pmol/L4L. 10 pmol/L
21, 100 umol/L41.
REAEETEAE S, € mA L
FEE T IF1TSDS-PAGE, # & 1 #|PVDF
JE, AT G G50, B RZK e 5 s % it
MGGk 412 h, 43 A BiNanog. MMP-9
B-actin{ A4, 4 CHF 711, PBSULIE S ITHRPAR
TG, EHM A3 h, 5 IMABCLA G
7, XE& e A LI, S5, . Tmage-22004)
BT8R 52 Western blotZ&415 [ 2K FE A, 5 B-actin
IR PEAL A HUAEAE Ay Nanog. MMP-9 AN & &
1.2.7 XJE =3 %R FL2 X 10 Hep G241 il $%
FiAE6FLIR, HHLRE IR 2 90% Ml AR 4. Fl i
TR IR I3 K, NN EE IR TG I35 5 57 3.
F110 uL Eppendorf TipfE4 fti Ry, A&
1% 00375 55 FE P A0 A3V, I HBE 25 1% I
TEEEFEIE, IMAASFRFE (O umol/Ly 1 umol/L.
10 pmol/L. 100 umol/L)JATRA, i A37 °C,
50 mL/L CO,}5 7741440 h. 24 hIUFE, 11, TH5
RRIEEES, LLRINATRAZL A, 3E47 4110
bhAs.
1.2.8 AR9l2m A2 2 52 30 ARANAH AR 28 50 36 K
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FTranswelli5F8M, TR AL FAER A 1263
mm, fL158.0 pm) 2 BRI, HARII TR
T4 CribfitMatrigel, £:4L50 uLIMATIA ) Tran-
swelllRZ8/NE & FLIN B, KRl E 137 C
I E . > EPBSIEVES AL, H& AWK EE(0
umol/L. 1 pmol/L. 10 umol/L. 100 pmol/L)ATRA
(14T L7 5 7 s 4% He p G241 PRGBS, 41 ik
JE41.0X 10°/mL, 783 A &AL s, B4l
100 uL, 7E FZE A S 100 mL/L FBS4& 55 9%
%500 L. FAFLERIIX, 37 °C, 50 mL/L CO,
% 524 h. B AT FLIEIE R /N 5, PBSYERREL
W, 4%Z% 5K HEEE 2 10 min, FIMRFEE 0040
JEIE - Matrige URIA(Z 22 40 i, NN 46 di g
(0.1%) 44720 min, PBSYE23, Wids: M LL. LA
20015 i £ PR P42 28 22 B JBE N 2 10 119 40 e %% B
% /b [ W iR 40 A 22 e D) 1 K. BENL T 2L
104N VLT N IR 4 B 8, V1 57 B AT B vl 2%
GIHT, CARINATRAZL it i, BEAT 40 10) b, s
3K

Bt AbPR RJTSPSSI3.04 248 A AT
2EBLALPE, SEE6 AT A9 K Hmean £+ SD, 524640
L5565 HEAL 1) DX FH AR 56, P<0.05 0 22 54 Wi 3

2 R

2.1 MTT ATRA 1 umol/L+ 10 umol/L+ 100 umol/
Lo 54 F T FH#EHep G240 924 hy 48 h. 72 h
Jii, FoA s34 %25 O BUAL W2 T F%(P<0.05,
F2). WAL A O AL IR 2= S e g2 s
X (P>0.05). H:AH100 pmol/LI¥J ATRAYE FIHepG2
172 h Ay ft F W 5L, 1 pmol/L7E24 h A, fH
FREANH . U SR S AT R A BB AT R
HepG2 4 i i 44 %4 R

2.2 PR FHEHep G241 L AE -6 d
A LLJE e B, (HATRAAE RS fig 4 o
TE ik, HATRA R HEIFE L 5 AR 0 A
5%, 100 umol/L ATRAEH J& JLF 7 b A=
£, 1 umol/L 10 pmol/L ATRAEH 54/ m] W,

B EMEBEFT
MY B — W
) Bk S 4m BRI
34 Fo 5 5 I G m
A, BARE
1 &SN
R,
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LGRS ¥ & 2 ATRAXIHepG2/BRIEIEAEIBVRZIE (mean + SD, As,fH)
PN A )
ATRA 7T i § i
ﬁH;I;F?;t i‘jf;’t{’ﬂ\ D48 ENRA BIRA 1 umol/L ATRA 10 umol/LATRA 100 umol/L ATRA

| W SR AL :

wrm s 24N 0.769 +0.009 0.769+0.010 0.767 +0.006 0.683+0.007° 0.384+0.007°
#1. Nanog# 4 #F  48h 0.970+0.008 0.957+0.010 0.813+0.007° 0.693 +0.008° 0.341 +0.006°
HHepG24-1L 8 72 h 1.099 + 0.005 1.094 +0.009 0.877 +0.023° 0.713+0.006° 0.274+0.011°
— N 45 4%, ATRA
T M AR 3 A BT
HepG2W 8 £35.  9p<0.05,°P<0.01 vs ZEINRAE.

R 3 ATRAXHepG2/BEAFPDILEYEZE (mean + SD, ug/L)

byl =ENRA 1 pmol/L ATRA 10 umol/L ATRA 100 pmol/L ATRA
24 h 24.075 +0.009 24.022 +0.006" 23.616 +0.007° 16.951 +0.007°
48 h 24.311+0.008 22.606 +0.007" 20.455 +0.008" 16.646 + 0.006"
72 h 22.317 +£0.005 17.920 +0.023" 15.062 + 0.006" 16.468+0.011°

P<0.05, *P<0.01 vs EWIRAE.

1 ATRASYHepG2/RiR4ETEMRIIE <A DBV % 100). A: 23 FIAFHEZH; B: 1 pmol/L ATRAZ; C: 10 pmol/L ATRAZ;

D: 100 pmol/L ATRA%H.

ETLFE(KEID). £HIATRA T M Hep G240 4
WA KRR

2.3 ELISA ATRATE I 541 i r b # v,
AF P43 i3t ¥ It Ak 3R B0 1) i K17 2 ARG R 3,
HAH N AR EE 2 ) A7 35 1 25 R%:(P<0.05, &
3), HICHRE-IN (A28 BN, B ATRAG 75
HepG24i M 74k (17 .

2.4 Nanog# i% K- ATRAYEH T-HepG241 115,
L3 (xR 2 HE 4G, NanogfimRNA K 2 (£ 1k

ST [R) SR BEAISE T R (P<0.05, [#12, 3), JEi
[ -3¢ o A AR

2.5 MMP-94&. ik K-+ ATRATEH] THepG241 fii24
hig, 52 AR A, MMP-9[fimRNA ¢ &
Ik S IR B AROBUE  [%(P<0.05, K4, 5).

2.6 X FEI LI 24 hfG, ATRAKEE
Hep G241 M 4153 il 48 % B 2% U0 FA RIJRER 25
W 48 55 (P<0.05, [El6), KW ATRA ]I A
JriHepG2 4 fiiL # fig

www.wjgnet.com



FRnKE, 5. = RIVAPRWAHEAIRHepG20V DML, B2 T8I0 3385
OZXENEA mzA s
B-actin  1.27 = 1 pmol/L i ATRA # #F
= 10 umol/L I 40 Je % Hep G2
Nanog ;.| . @ - — M 100 pmol/L a4 3% 5 5 e 4F A
o b by b BAR R A0
2 0.8 b b oy, JFEARITT
= ATRA L i % 2m
B-actin"fjJ 0.6 b Je LA AR
Nanog = . Nanog#9 5& ,%’a,\ A
2 0.4. ATRAS 77 IF 2t
s —FRETBR
= RIE.
B-actin
Nanog 0.0
24 48 72
t/h

2 ATRAXSHepG24BiENanog mRNAZRIABISZIA. A: 23 X IHZH24 h; B: 754124 h; C: 1 pmol/L ATRAZ24 h; D:
10 umol/L ATRAZ124 h; E: 100 pmol/L ATRAZ124 h; F: 23 FAXFIAL148 h; G: 714148 h; H: 1 pmol/L ATRAZH48 h; I:
10 umol/L ATRAZH48 h; J: 100 umol/L ATRAZH48 h; K: Z3 A% HEZH72 h; L: {EEZH72 h; M: 1 umol/L ATRAZH72 h; N:

10 umol/L ATRAZH72 h; O: 100 umol/L ATRAZ72 h. 'P<0.05, "P<0.01 vs 23 % HEZH.

1.04 —— o O ZENRAE
' =3 1 umol/L
= 10 umol/L

o 0.81 b = 100 pmol/L
=} b b
© b
c i
5 0.6 b
©
2
8’0.4’ b b b
c
1]
=2

0.2

0.0

24 48 72
t/h

B 3 ATRANHepG24BiENanogZEBBRIARIFIA. A: =S FIXTIEZH24 h; B: 1 umol/L ATRAZH24 h; C: 10 umol/L ATRAZH24
h; D: 100 umol/L ATRAZH24 h; E: 25X HAZH48 h; F: 1 pmol/L ATRAZH48 h; G: 10 umol/L ATRAZH48 h; H: 100 pmol/L
ATRAZH48 h; 1: 23X IAZE72 h; J: 1 pmol/L ATRAZH72 h; K: 10 pmol/L ATRAZH72 h ; L: 100 umol/L ATRAZH72 h.

'P<0.01 vs 23 FIA FRZH.

2.7 424 F 53 ATRAYEFHepG2411 224 h/3,
22 R PR NEE 211V 4 M B H B e A1)
B (P<0.05, Kl7), FWJATRA R HHI A
HepG241 il i AR AMZ 2216 ).

3 11e

YEFIR(RA) R IR A RAM KRR LN T
BIRIRT Y. Yt R AL I PN N A G
AN, TREEML R RA. RARYERFEK
R AR [ —Fh e vk e A %, R (R
HE TR AU AR K B R IL IR R Th Rk 7 T
FEAEAY. RAGH R IR A 0 245 ik
e AR Mk A ity 3R A1 335 43 A, M IX 3840 45 4
A B AR [ 3 B, R 25 30 A4 3 PR [
LA, H TR AZ AL A WARYE 45 M AR 7] 43
3R B AR Ry A R it e AN [l SR A AR 524K,
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PR R s i T R 280 253 ARRA T 224 kil
FEMAR, It THREE DT I AS|] 43 20 S b 4,
B X 4 R % 4 S 5K 4 R 2 (all trans retinoic
acid, ATRA), 14 e o 7Y f ok e FH 5 DL
R A A W03 P 2 2 1 A% A w5 AR T R 1)
ok H R 32 {4 (retinoic acid receptor, RAR)F14EAZ
WA X Z AR (retinoic X receptor, RXR)BLI M1/
TP RAE A L] AT, (H
KEWFFUR W ATR A ST M8 40 i 7346 () /E
AR . HRTRELEIAT: (DHRASZ A
IR, RASZABIERARFIRXAFHFL, 5 o
B v~ & AMRYAA, AT AR IR S DR, I
I R IR A A RAEAE FHU; (2) % 4t L Jal 3
(P RZ M. KA FFU B, R AT i 40 Mo A=
K, A A ING-G IE K, FEMDNAG Y, %%
FEAE SRR, U5 A MR T (3) iR b s e AN
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W@ R A B C D E
KK AR 1000 b ot
s i 700 bp practin -0
ATRAKSINEFA 200 bp
F AWk
M ATRA 3+ A AT 1.0 1.0
B MHepG289 S o | S5al
k. pte, g 808 d £ 08 b b
E At AR Y %0.6* %0.6* b
Yoo, ALAEM 3
%, R 0.4 S0.4-
BRAR—RW 4 o
HE Z0.2- £0.2-
0-0 , T T T T T T T T
ZEEMIEA 1 10 100 HEMIEE 1 10 100

ATRA concentration(umol/L)

4 ATRAXIHepG24BIEMMP-9 mRNAZRIAHISZIN. A: 73
EIRHIRZH; B: A4 C: 1 umol/L ATRAZH; D: 10 umol/L
ATRAZ; E: 100 pmol/L ATRAZH. "P<0.01 vs 23 A% HRZH.

100

HEMEA 1 10
ATRA concentration(umol/L)

ATRA concentration(umol/L)

5  ATRAXHepG2ABEMMP-9ZB EIZRIAMVELN. A: 731
XTHEZH; B: 1 pmol/L ATRAZ; C: 10 umol/L ATRAZH; D:
100 pmol/L ATRAZL. "P<0.01 vs 23 FIXTHAZH.

B 6 ATRAVEFEFHepG24iR24 hRIFESEL( x 100). A: 23 G IEZHO h; B: 1 umol/L ATRAZHO h; C: 10 pumol/L ATRAZH
0 h; D: 100 pmol/L ATRAZHO h; E: 22X BZH24 h; F: 1 umol/L ATRAZH24 h; G: 10 pmol/L ATRAZH24 h; H: 100 pmol/L

ATRAZH24 h. 'P<0.05, "P<0.01 vs Z3 1A HRZH.

AN T IIKIE. Feng MU HIEATRARE BG4
e T8 0 U RR S MM C27 72 1 41 i 3 THT #5625 0S P
[k, P40 B A I E 5 R T, A8 e 41 i
PAT M SCHE K Fas ANPS3 (1) 4 [ 2 TA 1 i, 9361
bel-2[f13R3E, M3 R T, ARk
B, TGF-Bl&—E M Z UMK E T, IO

RITGE-BIE5ATRAMIZHAEST — & KA. Ma-
saki%E % B ATR A L 15 5 C/EBPB-LIPIHI = A=
SRBEACN UV I 2R, T R 2 W
PG [ TTm] S R e >,

JIt 983 240 L 1 i A A R A i B
JRLDX 531 I 8 40 P I T AR AR, 5 R e A P
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300 -

250 { a

200 -

cell number

b
-
1

b
-
L

SEXMEA 1 10 100
ATRA concentration(umol/L)

7 ATRAYERIFHepG24iE24 h{RZESCH( x 200). A: 28 HATHEZH; B: 1 pmol/L ATRAZH; C: 10 umol/L ATRAZH; D: 100

pmol/L ATRA4L. 'P<0.05, "P<0.01 vs 23 (AR IBL.

(A=K  m BEAR OGN EARANES R4 R, 41
A K RV 7 A S R R R VY R, mT RAARER
JihgRa 20 B 1) 22 AL R B, BRI, FRATTN FIMTT A
S AE 75 T BGE AR I AT R A XA 055 77 T 40
JfL PR AR S A B R T IR RE . 25 K B, ATRA
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