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Abstract

Activation of hepatic stellate cells (HSCs) plays
an important role in hepatic fibrogenesis. More
and more experimental and clinical data have
shown that HSCs have the capacity of multi-
directional differentiation in special niches. He-
patic fibrosis may be prevented and reversed in
part, if not all, by changing HSC fate. Thus, the
research of HSC plasticity may break a new path
for therapy of chronic hepatic diseases. This re-
view aims to elucidate the origin, structure and
plasticity of HSCs, and identify HSCs as a poten-
tial therapeutic target for liver fibrosis.
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