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Abstract

Esophageal cancer is one of the most common
malignancies in China. The prognosis of esopha-
geal carcinoma is closely related to the stage
of the disease at the time of detection. Patients
with early lesions have an excellent prognosis,
whereas those with more advanced stages of the
disease usually have a poor prognosis. There-
fore, the early detection of these lesions is of
the greatest importance for treatment. Recently,
many endoscopic methods have been developed,
such as fluorescence endoscopy, confocal endos-
copy, optical coherence tomography (OCT), and
electronic staining imaging technology which
includes narrow band imaging (NBI), Fujinon
intelligent chromoendoscopy (FICE) and I-Scan.
However, the clinical value of these techniques
needs to be ascertained in the coming years. This
paper reviews the progress of endoscopic diag-
nosis of early esophageal cancer.
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