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Abstract

Vasoactive intestinal polypeptide (VIP) is not
only a gastrointestinal hormone but also a neu-
ropeptide. It is an important brain-gut peptide
that relates to many disciplines such as physiol-
ogy, biochemistry, cell biology, molecular biolo-
gy, neurology, and immunology. It is distributed
in the liver, biliary tract, pancreas, and gastroin-
testinal tract, and has close relationship with di-
gestive diseases. In pathological states, VIP was
degraded slowly. Once its content and receptor
sensitivity change, multiple diseases, especially
secretory function disorders of the digestive sys-
tem, may be caused. This article summarizes the
characteristics and functions of VIP as well as its
relationship with the pathogenesis of digestive
diseases.
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