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Abstract

AIM: To discuss the epidemiology, diagnosis,
and treatment of mucobilia in China to provide
a reference for clinicians.

METHODS: All statistical data were obtained
from the available literature. Non-overlapping
cases were all selected, while cases with the lon-
gest time span or with the largest number were
selected when overlapping cases existed. A total
of 12 papers were included, and 4 of them re-
ported more than 5 cases. The largest number of
cases in a single paper is 22.

RESULTS: A total of 12 qualified papers re-

porting 80 cases of mucobilia were included.
Preoperative diagnosis of mucobilia is difficult.
The rate of misdiagnosis reached 48%, and mu-
cobilia has no significant specificity compared
with some diseases presenting with benign and
malignant obstructive jaundice. The annual
mortality rate was 16.44%. Preoperative diag-
nosis mainly depends on clinical presentation
and ultrasound, CT, ERCP, PTC and other aux-
iliary examinations. If intraoperative bile duct
exploration reveals a large amount of jelly-like
mucus in the cavity, a diagnosis of mucobilia
can be established.

CONCLUSION: Mucobilia is a rare biliary dis-
ease having many causes such as inflammation
of the bile duct and carcinoma of the bile duct.
The location, extent and nature of the primary
disease can be confirmed by choledochofibersco-
py and biopsy. Preferred treatment is a complete
resection of primary lesions to ensure both good
and smooth drainage of the bile duct.
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