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Abstract
AIM: To explore prognostic factors in patients
with colorectal cancer with liver metastases.

METHODS: The survival and prognostic fac-
tors in 138 patients with liver metastases from
colorectal cancer, who had complete follow-up
data, were retrospectively assessed by Kaplan-
Meier analysis and multivariate regression
analysis.

RESULTS: The median survival time of the 138
patients was 18.3 months. Univariate analysis
demonstrated that age (P = 0.460), primary tu-
mor site (P = 0.568), primary tumor size (P =
0.250), and histological grade of primary tumor
(P = 0.589) had no significant correlation with
the overall survival. However, gender (P =
0.048), pretreatment serum CEA level (P = 0.023),

number (P = 0.000) and size (P = 0.001) of liver
metastases, lymphatic invasion (P = 0.001), and
resection of liver metastases (P = 0.002) were all
independently related with the prognosis of pa-
tients. Multivariate regression analysis showed
that pretreatment serum CEA level (P = 0.028),
number (P = 0.001) and size (P = 0.001) of liver
metastases, lymphatic invasion (P = 0.049), and
resection of liver metastases (P = 0.003) were key
factors affecting the prognosis of patients with
liver metastases from colorectal cancer.

CONCLUSION: Pretreatment serum CEA level,
number and size of liver metastases, lymphatic
invasion, and resection of liver metastases are
independent prognostic factors for colorectal
cancer with liver metastases.
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