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Abstract

Functional constipation is a common and fre-
quently-occurring disease whose etiology and
pathogenesis are still not very clear. Experimental
studies using animal models of cathartic colon
have shown abnormalities in ultrastructural
plexus of enteric nervous system (ENS), expres-
sion of multiple receptors, and interstitial cells of
Cajal (ICC). Currently, there has been no consen-
sus reached yet with regard to the mechanisms
underlying the regulatory effect of acupuncture
therapy on functional constipation, and the inter-
action among different regulatory mechanisms is
not examined in depth. Future research should
address this issue to better understand how acu-
puncture exerts therapeutic effects against func-
tional constipation.
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