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Abstract

Interstitial cells of Cajal (ICCs) are a kind of cells
mainly found in the gastrointestinal tract as
pacemaker and signal transduction cells. They
have a close connection with muscular cells and
terminal neurons and can stimulate and pro-
mote gastrointestinal motility. With the help of
electron microscopes, we can clearly recognize
their distribution and inner structure. C-kit
protein is expressed by ICCs. Besides, many dis-
orders of gastrointestinal motility are related to
ICCs. In recent years, many scholars have found
the trace of ICCs in different organs such as the
gastrointestinal tract, biliary tract, bladder, and
uterus, and they have tried to state the relation-

ship between abnormal ICCs and some diseases.
This article will review the progress in research
of ICCs in terms of their origin, morphology, re-
ceptors, function, and related diseases.
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