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Abstract

Invasion and metastasis are major reasons for
poor prognosis of digestive system carcinomas.
Motility and migratory capacity are important
in contributing to tumor cell invasion and me-
tastasis. Fascin-1 is a globular actin crosslinking
protein that can form parallel actin bundles in
cell protrusions and is involved in cell adhesion,
movement, and signal transduction. In vitro up-
regulation of Fascin-1 can increase migration and
invasion capacity of cells, while down-regulation
of Fascin-1 can decrease migration and invasion
capacity of cells. Many studies show that up-
regulation of Fascin-1 expression is significantly
associated with worse prognosis, poorer dif-
ferentiation, advanced TNM stage, lymph node
metastasis, and distant metastasis in patients with
digestive system carcinomas. Therefore, Fascin-1
may have prognostic value as an early biomarker
for more aggressive digestive system carcinomas
and may be a potential therapeutic target for tu-
mor invasion and metastasis.
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