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Abstract

AIM: To compare differences in liver histopathol-
ogy between extrahepatic biliary atresia (EHBA)
and infantile cholestatic infantile hepatitis (IH) and
to explore the value of liver histopathologic exami-
nation in differential diagnosis of these diseases.

METHODS: The clinical data for 65 patients
with EHBA and 24 patients with IH who were
pathologically diagnosed from April 2002 to
December 2009 were retrospectively analyzed.

RESULTS: There were some common histo-

pathologic features between EHBA and IH. The
major histopathological features of EHBA were
bile duct proliferation, portal fibrosis and in-
flammatory cell infiltration (all P < 0.05), while
the outstanding features of IH were hepatic gi-
ant cell transformation and extramedullary he-
matopoiesis (both P < 0.05).

CONCLUSION: Although there are some differ-
ences between EHBA and IH in histopathologic
features, some features are overlapped. There-
fore, clinical features for the patients should also
be considered. In some cases, exploratory lapa-
rotomy is required for differential diagnosis.

Key Words: Cholestasis; Histopathology; Extrahe-
patic biliary atresia; Infantile cholestatic hepatitis
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