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Abstract

AIM: To explore the clinical significance of laparo-
scopic exploration with peritoneal lavage in staging
of gastric cancer and choice of surgical procedures.

METHODS: The clinical data for 43 patients with
gastric cancer who underwent laparoscopic explo-
ration and treatment of in the Peking University
Cancer Hospital were retrospectively analyzed.

RESULTS: All the 43 patients with gastric can-
cer underwent successful laparoscopic explora-
tion and peritoneal lavage. The procedures were
performed in 30-45 min (average 32 min) with
less bleeding. Fourteen cases of peritoneal me-
tastasis were found during operation. There was
once case of gastric tumor directly invading sur-
rounding organs. Twenty-seven cases of gastric
tumours penetrated through the serosa of the
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stomach, while the others still confined to the
serosa. Endoscopic palpation was not obvious in
four cases. All patients underwent peritoneal la-
vage, and 16 (37.2%) cases got positive cytologic
findings in serous cavity effusions.

CONCLUSION: Laparoscopic exploration with
peritoneal lavage has very important clinical
significance in the staging of gastric cancer and
choice of surgical procedures.

Key Words: Gastric cancer; Laparoscopic explora-
tion; Peritoneal lavage; Staging
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