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Abstract

Gastric cancer is a main cause of cancer death
worldwide. Despite the knowledge that Helico-
bacter pylori constitutes the main cause of gastric
cancer, the mechanisms for gastric carcinogene-
sis are still elucidated. Cancer development and
progression depend on the balance between cell
survival and death signals. Common cell sur-
vival signaling pathways are activated by car-
cinogens as well as by inflammatory cytokines,
which contribute substantially to tumorigenesis.
Nuclear factor-kappaB (NF-«B) is a major cell
survival signal. Recent studies with cell culture
systems and animal models have certified the
links between NF-kB and gastric carcinogenesis
and resistance to chemotherapy. Inhibition of
NF-«xB activation can enhance the sensitivity of
cancer cells to chemotherapeutic drugs. In this
review, we summarize recent progress in un-
derstanding the role of the NF-kB pathway in
gastric cancer development as well as in modu-
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lating NF-xB for gastric cancer prevention and
therapy.
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