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Abstract

AIM: To analyze the causes and treatments of
upper gastrointestinal perforation associated
with endoscopic retrograde cholangiopancrea-
tography (ERCP).

METHODS: The clinical data for 2 399 patients
who underwent ERCP in Nanjing Drum Tower
Hospital from August 31, 2008 to August 31,
2011 were analyzed retrospectively.

RESULTS: Of 2 399 patients, 11 (0.46%) devel-
oped upper gastrointestinal perforation. Of these
11 patients, 1 developed esophageal perforation,
1 had cardia perforation, 2 had duodenal bulb
perforation, 5 had perforation in the descend-
ing duodenum and duodenal papilla; 2 under-
went Birroth II gastrectomy; 7 received con-
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servative treatment, and 4 underwent surgical
treatment.

CONCLUSION: ERCP-related upper gastroin-
testinal perforations are mainly iatrogenic. Early
diagnosis and conservative treatment are essen-
tial for optimal outcome in patients with ERCP-
related upper gastrointestinal perforations.

Key Words: Endoscopic retrograde cholangiopan-
creatography; Upper gastrointestinal perforation;
Complications
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