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Abstract

Adiponectin is a key hormone secreted by adi-
pocytes. It is involved in glucose and lipid me-
tabolism and insulin sensitization, and has anti-
inflammatory, anti-arteriosclerosis and anti-car-
cinogenic effects. Many studies have found that
adiponectin is related to coronary heart disease,
type 2 diabetes mellitus, hypertension and cancer.
Recently, adiponectin receptors R1 and R2 have
been reported to be expressed in several malig-
nancies, such as colorectal cancer, breast cancer,
endometrial cancer, esophageal cancer, gastric
cancer, prostate cancer and nephrocyte cancer.
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