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Abstract

AIM: To discuss the methods for improving the
accuracy of preoperative diagnosis of rectosig-
moid endometriosis.

METHODS: From December 2002 up to now,
six patients with intestinal endometriosis were
treated at our hospital. The clinical manifesta-
tions, enteroscopic findings, and histopathologi-
cal manifestations of preoperative biopsy speci-
mens and postoperative specimens removed
by laparotomy or laparoscope resection were
analyzed. A review of the literature was also
performed.

RESULTS: Four (66.7%) cases of the rectosig-
moid endometriosis were misdiagnosed clinical-
ly, including 1 case misdiagnosed as glandular
dysplasia and 3 cases as chronic inflammation
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(including 1 case as ulcers). Immunohistochemi-
cal staining for ER, PR, CK7, K20 and CD10 were
performed. Normal colorectal epithelia were
negative for CK7, ER, and PR, whereas rectosig-
moid endometriosis was positive for CK7, ER,
and PR and showed endometrial stromal expres-
sion of CD10.

CONCLUSION: Combination of clinical mani-
festations, colonoscopic findings, and immu-
nohistochemistry can improve the accuracy of
preoperative diagnosis of endometriosis.
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