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Abstract

AIM: To analyze and compare the histopatho-
logical characteristics of autoimmune hepatitis
(AIH), primary biliary cirrhosis (PBC), primary
sclerosing cholangitis (PSC) and their overlap
syndromes.

METHODS: The histopathological changes in
the liver of 27 patients with AIH, 67 patients
with PBC, 4 patients with PSC, 1 patient with
AIH-PSC overlap syndrome, and 10 patients
with AIH-PBC overlap syndrome were investi-
gated retrospectively.
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RESULTS: Autoimmune liver diseases most
frequently affected middle-aged women (73.3%).
The main histological change in the liver was
interface hepatitis (77.7%), and bridging necrosis
was observed in severe AIH cases. Approxi-
mately 28.3% of PBC patients had early dis-
ease (stages I and II) and late disease (stages
III and IV). The AIH-PBC overlap syndrome
is not rare, and its pathological characteris-
tics showed both characteristics of PBC and
AIH.

CONCLUSION: Autoimmune liver diseases are
not rare in China, and their diagnosis should be
based on clinical presentations, biochemical, im-
munological and histological changes.

Key Words: Autoimmune hepatitis; Liver cirrhosis;
Primary sclerosing cholangitis; Overlap syndrome;
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