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Abstract
AIM: To analyze the potential risk factors for
lymph node metastasis in esophageal cancer.

METHODS: Clinicopathologic data for 217 pa-
tients with esophageal cancer who underwent
surgical treatment from December 2008 to De-
cember 2011 were analyzed retrospectively.
Clinicopathologic factors affecting lymph node
metastasis were analyzed by univariate and
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RESULTS: In total, 124 of 217 patients had lymph
nodes metastasis, and the incidence of lymph
nodes metastasis was 57.1%. Univariate analysis
revealed that lymph node metastasis was cor-
related with pathological grade, lesion length,
depth of invasion, and presence of vascular in-
vasion or neural invasion, but not with gender,
age, disease site, or pathological type. Invasion
to the adventitia (OR = 4.710), vascular invasion
(OR = 44.954) and neural invasion (OR = 7.264)
were independent risk factors for lymph node
metastasis.

CONCLUSION: Lymph node metastasis is as-
sociated with large tumors, deep invasion, low
differentiation, vascular invasion and neural in-
vasion in patients with esophageal cancer.

© 2013 Baishideng. All rights reserved.
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