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Abstract

Urotensin II (UIl) is a potent vasoactive sub-
stance that can result in vasoactive response
through interaction with its specific orphan
G-protein-coupled receptor GPR-14. In addition
to the role of vasoactivity, UIl can promote
mitosis and fibrosis. The vascular role of UII
is to some degree both species- and disease-
specific. Studies have found that plasma levels
of UII are elevated in patients with cirrhosis,
but the relationship between plasma levels of
Ull and the development of chronic liver dis-
ease and portal hypertension has yet to be fully
elucidated. This review focuses on the potential
relevance of UIl as vasoactive substance in
chronic liver disease and the site where U1l is
overproduced.
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