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Abstract

Expansion of the intrahepatic or extrahepatic bile
ducts is a clinically common disease. Patients visit
hospital often due to bile duct expansion (with or
without self-conscious symptoms). The causes of
expansion of the bile ducts are diverse: some are
obvious, such as bile duct stones, parasites and
tumors; and others are not clear, which makes
the diagnosis and treatment of this disease is very
difficult. In this paper we divide expansion of the
intrahepatic or extrahepatic bile ducts into two
major categories: congenital and secondary. Since
there are more than 60 kinds of known causes of
this disease, it can be classified based on disease
type, relationship to the bile duct and bile duct
pressure. The classification based on etiology can
help clarify the diagnosis of this disease and thus
provide a theoretical basis for its early diagnosis
and treatment.
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