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Abstract
AIM: To investigate the expression of prohibitin
1 (PHB1) mRNA in hepatocellular carcinoma
and cirrhosis.

METHODS: RT-PCR was used to detect the expres-
sion of PHB1 mRNA in 36 specimens of hepatocel-
lular carcinoma, cirrhosis, or normal liver tissues.

RESULTS: The positive rate of PHB1 mRNA
expression showed no significant difference be-
tween hepatocellular carcinoma, cirrhosis and
normal liver tissues (70%, 84.1% and 100% re-
spectively; all P > 0.05). The expression level of
PHB1 mRNA was significantly lower in hepato-
cellular carcinoma and cirrhosis than in normal
liver tissues (0.81 £0.57,1.16 £ 0.58 vs 1.97 + 1.24;
both P < 0.05).
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CONCLUSION: PHBI may be involved in the de-
velopment and progression of hepatocellular carci-
noma and cirrhosis, and it may be used as a poten-
tial biomarker for diagnosis and target for therapy.

© 2013 Baishideng Publishing Group Co., Limited. All
rights reserved.
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