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Abstract

AIM: To assess the clinicopathological signifi-
cance of expression of keratinocyte growth fac-
tor (KGF) protein in pancreatic ductal adenocar-
cinoma (PDAC).

METHODS: The expression of KGF protein in
51 paraffin-embedded PDAC specimens and
matched tumor-adjacent pancreatic tissue speci-
mens was detected by immunohistochemistry.
The relationship between KGF protein expres-
sion and clinicopathological characteristics of
PDAC was analyzed.
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RESULTS: The expression of KGF protein was
significantly higher in PDAC than in matched
non-cancerous pancreatic tissues (Z = -4.766, P <
0.001). The expression of KGF protein was posi-
tively correlated with hepatic metastasis (3 =
4113, P < 0.05). Mean survival time was shorter
in KGF (+) patients than in KGF (-) ones (384 d vs
621 d).

CONCLUSION: Expression of KGF is up-regulated
in PDAC. KGF up-regulation may be related with
hepatic metastasis of PDAC. Mean survival time is
shorter in KGF (+) patients than in KGF (-) ones.

© 2013 Baishideng Publishing Group Co., Limited. All
rights reserved.
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