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Abstract

Octamer-binding transcription factor 4 (Oct4), a
member of the POU transcription factor family,
is one of the most important transcription factors
for maintaining pluripotent and self-renewing
state of stem cells. Oct4 is expressed not only
in embryonic stem cells, germ cells and germ
cell tumors but also in a variety of somatic cells
of malignant tumors. The expression of Oct4 is
closely related to the development and progno-
sis of malignant tumors. Therefore, detection
of Oct4 expression has great significance in the
diagnosis and treatment of tumors. This article
provides a brief review of the role of Oct4 in gas-
trointestinal tumors.
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