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Abstract

AIM: To detect the expression of Yes-associated
protein (YAP), a component of the Hippo signal-
ing pathway, in human pancreatic cancer, and to
explore the correlation between the expression
of YAP and clinicopathologic features of pancre-
atic cancer.

METHODS: Immunohistochemistry was used to
investigate the protein expression of YAP in 45
pancreatic cancer specimens and 15 normal pan-
creatic tissue specimens. The mRNA expression
of YAP was detected by RT-PCR.

RESULTS: YAP was mainly expressed in pancre-
atic ductal epithelial cells. The positive rate of YAP
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expression was significantly higher in pancreatic
cancer than in normal pancreatic tissue (93.33% vs
26.67%, P < 0.05). The mRNA expression of YAP
in pancreatic cancer was significantly higher than
that in normal pancreatic tissue (0.3682 £ 0.0783 vs
0.0394 + 0.0091, P < 0.05). The expression of YAP
was associated with degree of differentiation of
pancreatic cancer but had no correlation with age,
lymph node metastasis, clinical stage, smoking,
drinking, or diabetes mellitus.

CONCLUSION: The expression of YAP may
play an important role in the development of
pancreatic cancer, and YAP may be a new target
for therapy of pancreatic cancer.

© 2013 Baishideng Publishing Group Co., Limited. All
rights reserved.
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