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Abstract

AIM: To determine the levels of interleukin 23
(IL-23) and IL-17 in the plasma and colonic mu-
cosa in patients with ulcerative colitis (UC) and
to analyze their correlations.

METHODS: ELISA and immunohistochemistry
were used to determine the levels of IL-23 and
IL-17 in the plasma and colonic mucosa in 40 UC
patients and 12 healthy controls, respectively.

RESULTS: Both plasma and colonic mucosal
levels of IL-23 and IL-17 were significantly in-
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creased in UC patients compared to healthy
controls (all P < 0.05). IL-23 and IL-17 immu-
noreactivity was significantly associated with
pathologic grade of UC. The expression of IL-17
had a positive correlation with that of IL-23.

CONCLUSION: IL-23 and IL-17 may play an im-
portant role in the progression of UC.

© 2013 Baishideng Publishing Group Co., Limited. All
rights reserved.
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