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Abstract

AIM: To explore the indications, operational
skills and risk factors of endoscopic retrograde
cholangiopancreatography (ERCP) in the treat-
ment of choledocholithiasis with cirrhosis.

METHODS: Clinical data for 41 patients with
choledocholithiasis with cirrhosis who under-
went ERCP at the Second Affiliated Hospital of
Nanjing Medical University from June 2002 to
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June 2013 were retrospectively analyzed. Intra-
ERCP and post-ERCP complications and mortal-
ity rate were observed.

RESULTS: Nine patients were classified as
Child-Pugh A, nineteen as Child-Pugh B, and
thirteen as Child-Pugh C. The success rate of
ERCP was 97.6% (40/41). Complications in-
cluded bleeding and infection, which occurred
only in patients with Child-Pugh C disease (all
cured afterwards). Intraoperative and postop-
erative hemorrhage occurred in one respective
case. Severe pulmonary infection occurred in 1
patient, who died 3 d post operation. No post-
operative pancreatitis or perforation was found.
Two patients were lost to follow-up. Of the other
patients, 6 died of primary malignant tumor or
liver cirrhosis-related complications in 2 mo to 3
years, and 33 patients are still alive.

CONCLUSION: ERCP has a considerable risk
and difficulty in the treatment of choledocholi-
thiasis in patients with cirrhosis and therefore
needs to perform by experienced endoscopists.
Patients with Child-Pugh A and B disease can
undergo ERCP, but those with Child-Pugh C can
not undergo ERCP until their liver function and
general condition are improved after conserva-
tive therapies.

© 2013 Baishideng Publishing Group Co., Limited. All
rights reserved.
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