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Abstract

Enteric glial cells (EGCs) are one of the most
important components of the enteric nervous
system (ENS), which have been demonstrated
to play an important role in the neuro-immune-
endocrine network and directly regulate enteric
homeostasis in addition to supporting and nour-
ishing neurons. By recognizing and binding to
specific receptors, neurotransmitters secreted by
EGCs, including neurotrophins, neuropeptides
and cytokines, can exert their biochemical effect,
and these neurotransmitters might be important
mediators of the cross-talk between EGCs and
enteric immune cells. However, the role of the
interaction between EGCs and enteric immune
cells in the pathogenesis of inflammatory bowel
disease is still elusive. This review will sum-
marize the current understanding of the effect
of enteric glial cells on enteric immune cells in
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inflammatory bowel disease.
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