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Abstract

AIM: To explore the clinicopathological charac-
teristics of and diagnostic criteria for carcinosar-
coma of the esophagus.

METHODS: The clinical features, histologic and
immunohistochemical findings, and the result
of fluorescence in situ hybridization in five cases
of esophageal carcinosarcoma were analyzed. A
review of the literature was also performed.

RESULTS: Among the five cases, four were
male (4 vs 1). There were 3 Han patients, and the
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other two cases were Uighur and Kazak, respec-
tively. Macroscopically, the tumor was usually
located at the lower part of the esophagus with
a polyp-like appearance. The tumor size varied,
with the largest diameter being 5 cm. Micro-
scopically, the pattern of carcinoma and sarcoma
might be separately distributed or mixed with
each other as well. All of the 5 cases in the cur-
rent study were squamous carcinoma mixed
with fibrosarcoma. Immunohistochemically, the
carcinomatous pattern was positive for cyto-
keratin (CK) CK5/6 and p63, and negative for
Vimetin; the sarcoma pattern was positive for
Vimetin, and negative for CK, CK5/6 and p63.
There was no overlap expression for the mark-
ers of interest between the carcinoma region and
sarcoma region. In situ hybridization analysis
showed negative EBER expression.

CONCLUSION: Esophageal carcinosarcoma is
a less aggressive malignant tumor composed of
two elements (carcinoma and sarcoma). The en-
tity needs to be distinguished from sarcomatoid
carcinoma, squamous cell carcinoma, undiffer-
entiated sarcoma and inflammatory pseudotu-
mor.

© 2014 Baishideng Publishing Group Co., Limited. All
rights reserved.
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