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Abstract

Ulcerative colitis (UC) is a chronic inflammatory
condition of the colon which involves a complex
interplay of genetic, immunological and environ-
mental factors. The precise pathogenesis of UC
remains unclear till now. The high mobility group
box 1 (HMGB1) protein is a nuclear non-histone
DNA-binding protein that is present within the
nuclei of almost all eukaryotic cells. Recent stud-
ies indicate that HMGBI can be released into the
extracellular milieu and mediate inflammatory
response, thereby contributing to the pathogenesis
of numerous infectious and noninfectious, inflam-
matory and autoimmune diseases, as well as can-
cers. Many studies have indicated that HMGBI is
involved in the development of UC. The present
paper gives an overview of HMGB1 and UC.
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