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Abstract

AIM: To evaluate the clinical characteristics and
prognostic factors of gastric neuroendocrine car-
cinoma (GNEC).

METHODS: The clinical data for 50 GNEC pa-
tients treated at our hospital between November
1, 2007 and March 31, 2014 were reviewed and
analyzed retrospectively. Kaplan-Meier survival
curves were plotted, and log-rank tests and Cox
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proportional hazards analysis were used for uni-
variate and multivariate comparisons of overall
survival (OS).

RESULTS: There were 44 neuroendocrine car-
cinoma (NEC) (G3) and 6 mixed adenoneuro-
endocrine carcinoma (MANEC) (G2-3) patients
enrolled in this study. Among them, 39 were
male and 11 were female, with a median age of
61.32 £ 10.48 years. At presentation, 6 (12.0%)
cases were diagnosed with stage II, and the per-
centages of stage IIl and IV patients was 68.0%
and 20.0%, respectively. All of the cases received
radical surgery for the primary and metastatic
masses. 36 (72.0%) cases had lymph node me-
tastasis and intravascular tumor thrombi were
found in 17 (34.0%) cases. The percentage of pa-
tients receiving chemotherapy was 50.0% (25/50).
The follow-up duration was 1 to 50 mo. 15 cases
developed relapse and 18 patients died. Univari-
ate analysis revealed that the ratio of neutrophils
to lymphocytes (NLR), Ki67 and chemotherapy
were significant prognostic factors (P < 0.05).
Cox regression analysis showed that Ki67 was
an independent prognostic factor.

CONCLUSION: GNEC is a relatively uncommon
and highly aggressive malignancy, and Ki67 is
an important independent prognostic factor.

© 2014 Baishideng Publishing Group Inc. All rights
reserved.
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