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Abstract

Current animal models of liver fibrosis are of-
ten developed using a single factor, and they
have no traditional Chinese medicine (TCM)
characteristics such as Qi stagnation, Qi defi-
ciency, liver depression, phlegm, dampness
and blood stasis, although they can show
the pathological changes of hepatic fibrosis.
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In this paper, we initially give an overview
of conventional animal models of hepatic fi-
brosis, and then discuss new animal models
of hepatic fibrosis showing combination of
disease and syndrome that are developed us-
ing multiple factors under the guidance of the
etiology theory of TCM. These animal models
have the double characteristics of the disease
and syndrome and possess not only the basic
characteristics in TCM but also the pathologic
characteristics in Western medicine. They
simulate the pathogenesis of clinical disease
and syndrome more accurately, providing a
new tool for studying liver fibrosis.
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