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Abstract

Inflammatory bowel disease (IBD), which is
characterized by chronic or recurrent relaps-
ing gastrointestinal inflammation, includes ul-
cerative colitis (UC) and Crohn’s disease (CD).
The precise etiology of IBD remains unclear.
In recent years, intestinal mucosal injury is
considered the leading cause of IBD, and a
large body of evidence suggests that mucins
are an important component of the intestinal
mucosa barrier and participate in the occur-
rence and development of IBD. Understand-
ing the relationship between mucins and IBD
can provide new avenues for the development
of new treatments for this disease.

© 2014 Baishideng Publishing Group Inc. All rights
reserved.
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