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Abstract

Distal cholangiocarcinoma (DCC) is a rare,
aggressive malignancy with an increasing in-
cidence during past few years. The great ma-
jority of distal bile duct cancers are adenocar-
cinomas that preferentially invade adjacent or-
gans and metastasize to regional lymph nodes.
Surgical resection remains the only potentially
curative treatment at present. Nevertheless,
resectability rates range from 21% to 96% ei-
ther due to local vascular invasion or distant
metastasis. Therefore, DCC is related with a
poor prognosis. Thus, new treatments for DCC
are becoming a hot spot of research in recent
years. This article reviews the progress in the
treatment of DCC in terms of radical surgery,
palliative surgery and interventional therapy
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as well as adjuvant therapy.
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